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The o th of Ma  i gs to ou  i d the
histo i  st uggle of the people elo gi g to the

o ki g lass o ld o e , ho toiled da  i  a d
da  out to eke out a li i g. The i etee th e tu

as a e tu  of st uggle fo  o tai i g   u i e sal
e og itio  of the si ple di isio  of  hou s of a

da  fo  a tole a le a d hu a  o ditio  of li i g.
The de a d as fo   hou s o k pe  da  -  hou s
of est pe  da  a d  hou s fo  e te tai e t &
e jo i g life a d leisu e. The p otago ists of this
de a d o ti uousl  fought to a hie e thei  goal

 holdi g eeti gs, a hi g th ough the st eets
a d st iki g o k. Ma  laid do  thei  li es eithe

 poli e ullets o   ha gi g at the di tates of
the o ked la s of the ti e. Ulti atel  the
a hie ed hat the  fought fo  ut ould e e
e jo  the e efits.   But the  did ot fail to lea e a

essage of self sa ifi e fo  the o o  good.

As e all k o , the st uggle fo  a hu a el
possi le o ki g hou s took oots i  the soil of
A e i a i  the egi i g of the i etee th e tu .
The agitatio ists e e so o itted to thei  ause
that the  agitated f o  su ise to su set ithout
a  eak. F o   to , the o st u tio

o ke s of Philadelphia, the ead ake s a d
ake s of Ne  Yo k a d a  othe s o ki g i
a ufa tu i g o  se i e se to s fought easelessl

to e t a t the o essio . I  , the fi st e e
atio al le el o e tio  as held i  Balti o e
he e the Natio al La ou  U io  esol ed to f ee

the o ki g lass f o  the sla e  of the apitalists
fi st a d de a ded that i  all the states A e i a
the sta da d o ki g hou s fo  all o ke s should

e fi ed at  hou s.  I  the late  pa t of the ea , the
sa e esolutio s of the de a ds e e adopted i
the Ge e a Co e tio . Bet ee   a d ,
the agitatio al p og a es s elled f o   to

,  a d o e tha   lakhs of o ke s joi ed the
a paig . To p ess fo  thei  de a ds the A e i a

Fede atio  of O ga ized T ades a d La ou  U io s
alled fo  a ge e al st ike a d easeless agitatio .

I  the ou se of this agitatio , o  st Ma , , a

Ma  Da  – has it lost its sig ifi a e?

iot oke out i  Ha a ket i  Chi ago. Ma  li es
e e lost a d lots of loods e e shed.  It as the

saddest da  fo  the o ki g lass o ld o e  ut at
the sa e ti e  it as also the da  of ulti ate
t iu ph fo  the o ki g lass, fo  o  this da  o ld
u a i ousl  app o ed the   H s. Wo ki g da  a d
i  e og itio  of the sa ifi es of the o ke ,

a ed the da  as the I te atio al La ou  Da .

U fo tu atel , sa tit  a d the i po ta e of
the I te atio al La ou  Da  do ot att a t u h
atte tio  a  o e. The ost isi le thi g i  the

o ki g e i o e t of the i dust ies, usi ess
a d se i e se to s is that the e is o u ifo it  i

o ki g hou , sala  a d the ad issi le a e ities.
The e plo e s a d thei  a age s de ide the ti e

he  a o ke  a  go off dut . The u i e sal poli
of sa e pa  fo  sa e o k is e e  follo ed. A
tea he  i  o e s hool gets half of the pa  hat a
tea he  of the sa e su je t ith sa e ualifi atio
gets i  a othe  s hool. The p i ate se to  s hools
a e flee i g the stude ts ut a e elu ta t to pa
the tea he  a de e t sala . The autho ities eithe
k o  o  a t to k o . The e is huge gap i  the
sala  st u tu es of pe a e t & te po a
e plo ees, Pa t ti e a d full ti e Do to s, egula
la ou s a d o t a t la ou s. The latest te h i ue
of looti g the o ki g lass is to e gage the
th ough la ou  o t a to s. This a  the la ou s
get o l  the igga dl  Mi i u  Wage  a d the
e plo e s de i e dou le e efit  sa i g the
sta da d pa a les ad issi le to a egula
e plo ee. O e a  ite i u e a le e a ples of
Go e e t apath , is hief o  the pa t of the
apitalist e plo e s, o upt t ade u io  leade s

a d pa t  o ie ted t ade u io  o e e t.

A ise a d A ake. We ust ake up fast to a oid
a othe  e olutio  a d u est a d the esulta t
tu oil. No e ill e efit if the dep i atio s g o
a d the dis o te t tu s i to disillusio e t. Let
the o ki g lass o e togethe  i espe ti e of
pa t  li es a d o k u itedl   to a hie e a
se la e of justi e a d e ualit .
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Ja u Kash i  espe iall  its o the  pa t has
pla ed a ital ole i  the ise of Buddhis , p ote ti g
I dia ultu all , histo i all  a d geog aphi all .
Kushok Bakula Ri po he, ag etisi g pe so alit
o side ed as the i a atio  of di i e po e s, highl
e e ed fo  his e uditio  a d his ge tle hu ilit ,

pla ed a a di al ole i  e i i g Buddhis . He as
o e of the est-k o  la as of Ladakh, a states a
a d i te atio al diplo at of the Repu li  of I dia.
I  , i  e og itio  of his disti guished se i e of
the highest o de  to the atio , the P eside t of I dia
a a ded hi  Pad a Bhusha . He is k o  fo  his
effo ts i  e i i g Buddhis  i  Mo golia a d Russia
li ki g the  ith the o u it  of Ti eta  e ile i
I dia. He pla ed a leadi g ole i  the uplift e t of
so io-politi al life of the people i  the Ladakh egio .
O  his death, the P i e Mi iste  of I dia Sh i Atal
Biha i Vajpa ee paid his o dole es sa i g: I  the
death of o le La a Kushok Bakula, e ha e lost a
g eat sai t, guide a d i spi i g pe so alit  of the
Buddhist o ld. It is diffi ult to i agi e Ladakh

ithout hi .

Kushok Bakula as o  to the Ma gt o Ro al
ouple o  the auspi ious Saga Da a, Buddha Pu i a

da  o  th a   i  a s all illage alled Ma gto
i  Ladakh. Whe  the ou g P i e Lo za g Thupsta
Chog o  attai ed the age of , he as o fi ed 
the th Dalai La a Thupte  G atso as the th
ei a atio  of A hat Bakula, o e of the  A hats
di e t dis iples of the Shak a u i Buddha . He as

late  e th o ed at Pethu  Mo aste , he e he
e ei ed his p i a  edu atio . O  d of Fe ua

, he ea ed his deg ee of Gheshe Lha a pa  the
highest deg ee of Buddhist Metaph si s, i  the
p ese e of the ou g th Dalai La a Te zi  G atso.
He a e to e k o  a o g his o te po a ies as
the G al as Bakula Ri po he of Ladakh.

The e e ge e of Kushok Bakula i  the late s
as histo i . It as the ti e he  the g eat

t a sfo atio  as taki g pla e ith I dia e o i g
i depe de t afte  e tu ies of Colo ial ule. O  his
etu  to Ladakh, Bakula Ri po he like a ish-fulfilli g

a gel helped to e o e the suffe i gs of its people.

Kushok Bakula Ri po he – The Di i e Mo k

He e a e the oi e of Ladakh. He ot o l  e su ed
that Ladakh e a e a pa t of I dia ut also e su ed
its futu e de elop e t a d se u it . Ho e e , the
sig ifi a t i to  a e i  .  Ri po he
spea headed a st o g oppositio  to the 
O di a e a d opposed it tooth a d ail. This
O di a e p ohi ited Buddhist o aste ies f o
keepi g o e tha   ka als of la dholdi g. It ould
ha e i deed ee  a death k ell fo  Buddhis . Fi all ,
it as ith the i te e tio  of the P i e Mi iste  of
I dia Neh u a d I dia s la  i iste  D . B. R.
A edka  that Ladakh s o aste ies e e e e pted
f o  the pu ie  of the o di a e. This sig ifi a t

i to  a d his a ti e so ial d i es ought Bakula
Ri po he i  the fo ef o t of Ladakh s so ial, eligious
a d politi al sphe e.

To safegua d the i te est of Buddhist o aste ies
of Ladakh, Ri po he fou ded the All Ladakh Go pa
Asso iatio . He also ade a aila le la d fo

o st u tio  of Chokha g hi h e a e the
head ua te s of Ladakh Buddhist Asso iatio . A
la d a k de elop e t i  the post-i depe de e
histo  of Ladakh as the a i al of Hol  Reli s of the
Lo d Buddha a d his t o p i ipal dis iples - Sa iputta
a d Maha ogalla a f o  Moolaga dhakuti Viha
lo ated i  Sa ath. To e lighte  the people of thei
ight i  de o ati  I dia, Bakula Ri po he tou ed

e e  pa t of Ladakh hi h he aptl  des i ed as the
la d of Tattu ule , Pattu oolle  a d Sattu a le

heat . U de  the leade ship of Bakula Ri po he, the
people of Ladakh e e f eed f o  the hea  u de
of de ts, su jugatio  of la dlo ds a d at o ities of
go e e t offi ials. Ea lie , Bakula Ri po he had
epeatedl  a ed P i e Mi iste  Neh u a out

i pe di g th eats f o  Chi a ot o l  to the
e iste e of Ti et ut also to I dia s o  the o de .
His isit to Lhasa i   left o dou t i  his i d
a out the situatio  i  Lhasa a d told the Go e e t
of I dia a out i pe di g th eat f o  Chi a.
U fo tu atel , I dia oke up he  it as too late. I

 he  Chi a atta ked I dia, Ri po he alled upo
the people of Ladakh to help I dia  A  to defe d
its o de  hi h alo e ould sa e its i h eligious
a d ultu al he itage. He allo ed the I dia  t oops
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to o e t a se tio  of his Pethu  Mo aste  i to a
akeshift ilita  hospital. Whe  a se tio  of people

i  Kash i  de a ded ple is ite, Ri po he
atego i all  stated that Ladakh ould e e  go to

Pakista  a d ould e ai  ith I dia. Fo  his ole i
uildi g post-i depe de t Ladakh, Ri po he is hailed

as the Ga dhi of Ladakh  a d A hite t of Mode
Ladakh .

As a  astute a d zealous pa lia e ta ia , Bakula
Ri po he se ed the atio  a d the Go e e t of
I dia illia tl . He as ele ted as the e e  of
legislati e asse l  of Ja u Kash i  i  . He

e a e a i iste  i  Ja u a d Kash i
Go e e t. He as ele ted Me e  of Pa lia e t
ep ese ti g Ladakh fo  t o o se uti e te s, i.e.

i   a d . I  , Mo a ji Desai, the P i e
Mi iste , appoi ted Ri po he as a e e  of the

e l  o stituted Natio al Co issio  fo
Mi o ities. I   he as appoi ted as a assado
of I dia to Mo golia. He thus e a e the fi st a d
o l  Mo k diplo at i  the o ld. O e  a pe iod of
te  ea s, he helped e-ope  a ie t o aste ies,
o ga ize Buddhist pea e o fe e es a d e-
esta lished Buddhis . U de  his guida e, Pethu
Mo aste  a d De he  Li g Nu e  i  Ulaa aata
de eloped i to i po ta t e t es of lea i g fo  the
Mo golia  Buddhists. He took the Hol  Reli s of Lo d
Buddha to Ulaa aata  to let the de otees get

lessi gs of it. This as a histo i  e e t of
u pa alleled eligious a d spi itual sig ifi a e.
Bakula Ri po he o ked as the Gua dia  of Mo golia.
Du i g a o e e t to esta lish de o a  i
Mo golia, he appealed to oth the go e e t a d
the itize s of Mo golia to ai tai  pea e.
Respe ti g his appeal, the o e e t e ded ithout
a  iole e f o  eithe  side a d ultipa t
de o a  as esta lished. As a  e p essio  of
g atitude to a ds hi , he as a a ded Pola  Sta ,
the Ci il ho ou  of the highest deg ee i  Mo golia i

.

Bakula Ri po he as the fi st Buddhist o k to
ha e ee  a le to isit o u ist st o ghold of USSR,
Mo golia a d Chi a. He si gle-ha dedl  laid the
fou datio  fo  the Buddhist Re i al i  the egio . I

 Ri po he e a e o e of the fou de s of Asia
Buddhist Co fe e e fo  Pea e ith its head ua te s
i  Mo golia. The Red A  a dalised the Buddhist

te ple i  St. Pete s u g alled Gu ze hoi ei  uilt
 Bu i at La a Ag a  Do jie  - . His

eeti gs ith So iet leade s pa ed the a  fo  the
etu  of the o aste  to the Buddhist o u it

of Russia. I   the Buddhist o u it  i  St.
Pete s u g as offi iall  e og ised. Ri po he as
also the fi st high La a ho isited Kal kia, the
Eu asia la d hose people suffe ed i e se
pe se utio s at the ha ds of Stali  afte  the Se o d
Wo ld Wa . Ri po he laid the fou datio  of a fi st post-
o u ist o aste  the e. Du i g a  ea s of

pu li  e gage e t, he et leade s of all faith s a d
politi al affiliatio s i ludi g Mikhail Go a he ,
fo e  P eside t of the So iet U io . He as the fi st
e e  Buddhist o k to ha e ee  i ited  the
Quee  of E gla d at Bu ki gha  Pala e, Lo do  i

. Ti eless i  his o k, he t a elled o  to the d
Wo ld Buddhist Co fe e e hosted  His Majest
Ki g No odo  Siha ouk i  Ph o  Pe h, Ca odia.

Bakula Ri po he as a a  of isio , a d his p i e
fo us as o  p o oti g spi itual alues, a Buddhist
pe spe ti e o  atu e o se atio  a d e i i g
Buddhis  i  ou t ies he e politi al s ste s had
de ied that ight to the people. He had a o de ful
se se of o passio , t a uillit  a d o te t e t.
He elie ed i  de o ati  alues a d e e  fo ed
people to follo  a pa ti ula  ideolog . Bei g fea less,
he at Wi dso  Co fe e e of the Allia e of Religio s
a d Co se atio  ARC , st o gl  disapp o ed the
a ti ities of Ch istia  issio a ies pa ti ula l  i  poo

ou t ies ho e ploited the poo  e o o i
o ditio s of the people a d i dulged i  iti izi g

lo al t aditio al faith. This as agai st the asi  te et
of a  eligio .

O  Tuesda  the th of No e e  , Bakula
Ri po he attai ed Ni a a i  Ne  Delhi. Afte   da s
of p a e s a d ituals, his fu e al as pe fo ed o

th No e e   at Pithu  Hills ith full State
ho ou s. His Holi ess, the th Dalai La a i  his

o dole e essage, said …. Bakula Ri po he
o ked ha d fo  the people... to help g o  a fi  seed

of e lighte e t i  thei  i d. He also o ked fo
the p ese atio , disse i atio  a d esto atio  of
p e ious tea hi gs of Buddha…Ma  the i a atio
appea s soo ,  the po e  of his o  p a e s a d
the faith of de otees, …. Fo  the sake of all se tie t

ei gs.
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Ti eta  Buddhis  - o e of the ost a ie t
eligious faith of the o ld, as al ost dest o ed 

the Chi ese afte  it a e ed Ti et so e si t  ea s
ago. His Holi ess Dalai La a, the uli g spi itual head
of the Buddhist faith esidi g i  Potala pala e i  Ti et,
had to flee a d take shelte  i  I dia. I dia ot o l

el o ed the Dalai La a ith ope  a s ut also
offe ed hi  la ge t a ts of la d i  Dha ashala to set
up the head ua te  of his eligious apital – i  – e ile
the e i  .  I  the ea s that follo ed, Dalai La a
a d his follo e s su essfull  kept ali e the spi itual
do t i e of Buddhis  a d helped sp ead its essage
of lo e i  Bhuta , Nepal, a d Sikki  a d A u a hal
P adesh. While pa ti ipati g i  Tha k You I dia
a paig , Ti et s P i e Mi iste -i -e ile Lo sa g

Sa ga  pu li l  said that Ti eta  Buddhis  had
flou ished due to I dia s suppo t i  the last  ea s
e e  si e the Dalai La a a i ed i  I dia i  . The
Tha k You I dia  e e t as o ga ised  the Ce t al

INDIA – the se o d ho e of Ti eta  Buddhis

Ti eta  Ad i ist atio  i  M Leodga j ea
Dha a sal i  Hi a hal P adesh o  Ma h  to a k

 ea s of the Ti eta  spi itual leade  Dalai La a s
a i al i  I dia i  . The P i e Mi iste -i -e ile
also ad itted that T i eta  Buddhis  ould e
p ese ed due to the suppo t e te ded  I dia.

Speaki g o  the o asio  of the fu tio  o ga ized
to ele ate  Tha k ou I dia  M . Sa ga , ho heads
the M Leodga - ased Ce t al Ti eta  Ad i ist atio ,
said that the ajo  age da is to e su e the etu  of
the Dalai La a to Lhasa s Potala Pala e. Ou  ai  goal
is to etu  to Ti et. The aspi atio  of si  i llio
Ti eta s i  Ti et is to see His Holi ess, the Dalai La a,
to etu  to Ti et,  he said. Asked ho  opti isti  he

as a d hethe  pa le s e e o  ith the Chi ese,
he said: It ill happe . Of ou se, e ha e to talk to
the Chi ese go e e t — thei  oope atio  is e
i po ta t.  Ho e e , the e is o fo al dialogue

The te sio  alo g the ou tai ous te ai s of
Di a g, Dau-Delai a d Lohit alle s alo g the o de s

ith Chi a i  the Ti eta  egio  i  A u a hal se to
follo i g the Dokla  fa e-off efuses to die do . To
safegua d the i teg it  of I dia a d to o at the
agg essi e i te t of Chi a, the I dia  a  has
deplo ed o e t oops a d i eased pat olli g
sig ifi a tl . A  offi ials ha e dis losed that I dia is
also st e gthe i g its su eilla e e ha is  to keep
a  e e o  Chi ese a ti ities alo g the o de s i  the
st ategi all  se siti e Ti eta  egio  a d has e e

ee  egula l  deplo i g hoppe s to a  out ae ial
e o aissa e. It has also ee  la ified that I dia has
ee  fo usi g o  do i ati g the t ea he ous te ai s
hi h i lude s o - lad ou tai s at a  altitude of

o e  ,  feet a d i e  passes, as pa t of its st ateg
to ou te  Chi a s isi g asse ti e ess alo g the o de
i  Di a g, Dau-Delai a d Lohit alle s. Post Dokla ,

e ha e i eased ou  a ti ities a ifold. We a e full
p epa ed to deal ith a  halle ge,  said a  a
offi e  posted i  Ki ithu, the easte  ost illage o
I dia s o de  ith Chi a s Ti eta  egio . The offi ial
said that the A  has ee  i te sif i g its Lo g Ra ge
Pat ols he e t oops i  s all g oups go fo  pat ols fo

-  da s as pa t of a  o e all st ateg  to ai tai  the

sa tit  of the Li e of A tual Co t ol, the de-fa to
o de  et ee  I dia a d Chi a.

It is o o e a se et that I dia a d Chi a e e
lo ked i  a -da  sta doff i  Dokla  f o  Ju e 
last ea  till August ,  he  the I dia  a
fo e-stopped oad o st u tio  o k u de take  
Chi a i  the disputed a ea. I  espo se to the
agg essi e i te t of Chi a the I dia  a  i eased
the deplo e t of t oops sig ifi a tl  i  a d a ou d
all the st ategi all  i po ta t a eas, i ludi g a t i-
ju tio  et ee  I dia, Chi a a d M a a . A  a
offi ial dis losed that the e is a eed fo  I dia to
e ha e its oad et o k fo  ui k o e e ts of
t oops to app op iatel  espo d to Chi a s
i f ast u tu e de elop e t alo g I dia s o de ,
pa ti ula l  i  the Ti eta  egio . At p ese t the a
uses a foot suspe sio  idge to a  its ilita
supplies to its K i ithu post, o side ed e
i po ta t f o  ope atio al poi t of ie , as the o l
oad o e ti g the east a k of Lohit i e  ith est
a k e ai s losed due to la dslides fo  ost pa t

of the ea . The I dia  A  is dete i ed to e ed
the situatio  a d gi e a fitti g epl  to the Chi ese
a  i  the e e t of a sho do .

I dia o at ead  i  A u a hal P adesh
***************************************************************************************

Co td. to Page 
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Assa , though ot et ee  a ded as the hot ed
of i e a d the i i al a ti ities, ut it is defi itel
p og essi g to a ds that desti atio . This is pe haps

ai l  due to   the failu e of the State e ha is  to
safegua d the dig it  of o e . If this happe s it

ill e a sad da  fo  Assa  hi h is t aditio all
k o  fo  putti g o e  o  a high pedestal,

 Natio al C i e Re o ds Bu eau NCRB  has
e e tl  dis losed that o i tio  ates o  ases
elati g to i es agai st o e  i  Assa  e e .

pe  e t, .  pe  e t a d .  pe  e t i  , 
a d  espe ti el . The statisti s fo  the sa e ea
e eals that the atio al o i tio  ates o  the sa e

ki ds of i es e e  pe  e t, .  pe  e t a d
.  pe  e t espe ti el . F o  the statisti s a aila le

it is e  e ide t that the o i tio  ates of people
o itti g i es agai st o e  i  Assa  a e
o side a l  elo  the atio al a e age. The figu es

o  i es agai st o e  a d o i tio  ates fo  
a e et to e ade pu li   the NCRB. A o di g to
the NCRB epo ts, Assa  had egiste ed ,  ases
of i es agai st o e  i  . Assa  Poli e had
a ested ,  people i  o e tio  ith su h ases;
out of hi h o l  ,  e e ha ges sheeted a d
o l   e e o i ted. 

I  , ,  ases of i es agai st o e  e e
egiste ed i  diffe e t pa ts of Assa , a d poli e

a ested ,  people. Out of those a ested, ,
e e ha ge sheeted a d o l   e e o i ted. 

The s e e o e o  less e ai ed sa e ith the poli e
egiste i g ,  ases of i es agai st o e  i

 a d a ested ,  peopl, out of hi h ,

Assa  ust i p o e i e o t ol

people e e ha ge sheeted a d o l   o i ted.

While the e st hile Co g ess egi e failed to
i itiate st o g easu es to u  i es agai st

o e , the State o ti ued to e ai  u safe fo
o e  e e  . At least ,  ape ases e e

egiste ed i  the State i  - . So e ,  ape
ases e e e o ded et ee  Ja ua   a d

Ja ua  . Out of the ,  ape ases epo ted,
o l  ,  people ha e ee  a ested a d ha ge
sheets e e issued agai st , . U fo tu atel  o l

 ha e ee  o i ted so fa . This data as p o ided
i  the State Asse l  e e tl .

The o l  a  hope as see  he  the Chief
Mi iste  of Assa  e e tl  ote to the Chief Justi e
of Gauhati  High Cou t e uesti g hi  to set up fast-
t a k ou ts to o du t t ials agai st those o itti g
hei ous i es su h as ape a d u de  agai st

o e  a d the Ho le Gauhati High Cou t s ui k
o se t to set up su h ou ts a oss the State. The

othe  e ou agi g de elop e t i  this o te t as
the issua e of ad iso ies to all States a d U io
Te ito ies o  Septe e  ,  a d Ma h  a d
Ap il  i   to o du t tho ough i estigatio  of
su h ases i  a e  fast a e  a d file ha ge sheets
agai st the a used ithi  th ee o ths f o  the
dates of o u e e of su h i es. The Mi ist  had
si ulta eousl  a ed that the ualit  of
i estigatio  of su h ases ust ot e diluted u de
a  i u sta es. U fo tu atel , as pe  latest
epo ts, though u o fi ed, it appea s that the

ad iso ies of the Go e e t of I dia ould i g little
ha ge i  i e s e a io of ou  state.

ith Chi a .   Se io  Bha ati a Ja ata Pa t  leade s,
i ludi g U io  Cultu e Mi iste  Mahesh Sha a,
atte ded the i augu al e e t i  M Leodga j a d
fo e  Delhi Chief Mi iste  Sheila Dikshit atte ded
the e e t i  Ne  Delhi, hi h as a ked 
e hi itio s a d ultu al p og a es.

The e e t i luded a Tha k You I dia  so g
pe fo ed a d p odu ed  a tistes of the Ti eta
I stitute of Pe fo i g A ts, a pa el dis ussio  o
I dia a d Ti et: A ie t Ties, Cu e t Bo ds . A da -

lo g fil  festi al as s heduled fo  the se o d da
of the e e t. This is the Festi al of Ti et. M . Sa ga
said that the ai  fo us as o  sho asi g Ti eta
a hite tu e, a tifa ts, edi i e, a d Buddhis  so that
the people i  I dia a  see ho  u h the  ha e
helped us p ese e a d p o ote ou  i ilizatio ,
ultu e a d ide tit .

The e p essio  of g atitude  the Ti eta
Go e e t-i -e ile as eall  tou hi g a d dese es
ou  holehea ted p aise a d etu  Tha k You Ti et .

***************************************************************************************

INDIA – the se o d ho e of Ti eta  Buddhis
Co td. f o  Page 
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I  the Hol  la d of I dia, the De i Sukta h  of
Rig Veda, a s iptu e of Hi duis , de la es fe i i e
e e g  as the esse e of the u i e se, the o e ho

eates all atte  a d o s ious ess, the ete al a d
i fi ite, the etaph si al a d e pi i al ealit
B ah a , the soul sup e e self  of e e thi g. The
o a  is ele ated as the ost po e ful a d the

e po e i g fo e i  the Upa ishads, the Sast as a d
the Pu a as, pa ti ula l  the De i Upa ishad, the De i
Mahat a a d the De i Bhaga ata Pu a a.  

U fo tu atel , i  spite of so u h e e e e, the
o e  folk of I dia – the so alled Goddesses a e

still ei g i ti ized  the as uli e fo es. Male
iole e a d at o ities agai st o e  ha e e o e

a e  o o  phe o e a toda . This ight ot e
fa ed  e e  o a  ut the fea  of iole e e ists
a d p e ails a idst all. The p o le  of iole e a d
at o ities agai st o e  i  I dia is a u i g issue
toda , hi h a ot e ig o ed at all. 

It is o o  k o ledge that ou  so iet  is ale
do i ated, a d si e de ades o e  ha e ee  the

i ti s of hu iliatio , ph si al to tu e, e ploitatio ,
ape, oth ph si al a d e tal ha ass e t et . I  the

I dia  so iet , the o e  a e o side ed as a hild
ea i g a hi e, a house ake  a d this t pe of

pe eptio  ha e esulted i  e e ge e of a ious
so ial dis i i atio  a d a usi e p a ti es.

As o  toda , though the a ilit  a d o pete e of
o e  a e ei g g aduall  e og ised a d thei

i po ta e fo  the ea i gful ole the  a e pla i g
i  the so iet  is a k o ledged, still so e of the uel
p a ti es o ti ue to th i e i  the so iet . I  spite of
the legislati e easu es adopted i  fa ou  of o e
i  ou  so iet  afte  I depe de e, the sp ead of
edu atio  a d o e s g adual e o o i
i depe de e, ou tless o e  still o ti ue to e

i ti s of iole e a d e t e e uelt . C i es like
disfigu e e t  th o i g a id, do  killi gs, hild

a iage, do esti  iole e, a d fe ale i fa ti ide,
ho ou  killi gs, a usatio s of it h aft, ape, se ual
ha ass e t, t affi ki g et  a e uite o o .
Ho e e , out of all those e tio ed a o e, apes

Risi g at o ities o  o e

Rila ja a Talukda

a e statisti all  the highest. Rape i  I dia has ee
des i ed as o e of I dia s ost o o  i e
agai st o e , a d as pe  UN s Hu a  Rights Chief
idt is a  a atio al p o le .  The dail  e spape s,
ape ea s its ugl  head al ost e e  da .  So eti es,

it is a utal ape a d u de   a st a ge , ga g ape
of a gi l  he  a uai ta es a d i  a  ases ape
of a gi l  he  o  fathe  o  elde l  elati es! 

I  e e t ea s, the e has ee  a  ala i g ise i
the i ide ts of ape i  I dia. It is e o i g su h a
o o  e s toda  that e ha e e o e lu t to a

g eat e te t a d pa  little atte tio  to these
o u e es. Ve  fe  ases a e epo ted a d
egiste ed i  poli e statio s, hile a ast ajo it  of

the ases go u epo ted. A e e t stud  e eals that
o l  fi e pe  e t of o e - elated i es ea h
poli e statio s i  illages a d out of that i sig ifi a t,
o l   pe  e t ases a e egiste ed  poli e a d
a tio s a e take  agai st the a used. 

The da ge  that loo  la ge toda  i  I dia is that
I dia  la s does ot diffe e tiate et ee  ajo  a d

i o  apes. It does ot take og ige e of the fa t
that i  e e  te  ape ases, si  a e of i o  gi ls.
Re o ds e eal that i  e e  se e  i utes a i e is
o itted agai st o e  i  I dia. E e   i utes

a o a  is olested. E e   i utes a ape takes
pla e. E e   i utes a  i ide t of se ual
ha ass e t o u s. E e   i utes a o a  is
kid apped. A d e e   i utes a o a  is u t
to death fo  do . O e- ua te  of the epo ted apes
i ol e gi ls u de  the age of  ut the ast ajo it
a e e e  epo ted. Although the pe alt  is se e e,
o i tio s a e sadl  a e.

Agai st the a kd op of su h ho ifi  situatio , o e
is o pelled to po de  a out the easo  ehi d the
i easi g i i al a d a a i  t e ds a o gst the
I dia  ales i  ge e al a d the ouths i  pa ti ula .
O e ost plausi le easo  that o es to i d is
pe haps ou  fast a epta e of the glo alizatio  a d
apid adoptio  este  a  of life.

No e a  pe haps de  that glo alizatio  has
aused a sig ifi a t ha ge i  the I dia  ultu e a d
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the so ial ethos. Late ight pa t  ultu e, dis os, dati g
lu s, fashio  sho s a d eaut  pagea ts ha e

i eased a ifold i  past  ea s. Satellite a d
a le TV ha els a d po  e sites ha e g o  a d

a e oad asti g al ost u e so ed ideos.
Si ulta eousl , the e is a huge i ease i
po og aph  ate ials, oth i  CDs a d o  I te et.
The I dia  e te tai e t i dust  atio al a d
egio al  a d edia hi h ha e a ess ea l  to e e

ho e, p ese t old s e es a d se i- udit  as fashio
a d s ol of highe  lifest le. The ouths a e hea il
getti g addi ted to d ugs a d othe  i to i a t stuffs.
The ouths a e highl  i flue ed  the supe fi ial
glitte s of the este  ultu e a d t aditio s he eas
the good a d o st u ti e aspe ts of este  ultu e
su h as dis ipli e, ha d o k, dedi atio , tole a e,
t a spa e , ho est , a oida e of o uptio  et  a e

ei g egle ted.

It is high ti e to aise oi e a d fight agai st
at o ities agai st o e . It is ti e to ake people,
espe iall  the outh u de sta d  that at o ities agai st

o e  is a uel a d i ked a t agai st a o a
hi h auses e otio al a d ph si al i ju  o  oth,
ot o l  to he  od  ut to he  ps he as ell.

Effe ti e easu es should also e take  to e adi ate
iole e agai st o e   e a ti g app op iate la s

a d e fo i g the e isti g la s that a e i te ded to
p ote t o e  f o  dis i i atio  a d iole e,
i ludi g ape, ph si al a d e al a use, utilatio ,
to tu e, ho ou  killi g a d t affi ki g. 

At the sa e ti e fi a ial suppo t should also e
e te ded to ake the fe ale e e s of ou  so iet
i depe de t, edu ated a d self elia t. The  should

e e ou aged a d e po e ed to fight ea l  a d
fo ed a iages, o tai  good a d effe ti e
edu atio , pa ti ipate i  the politi al a ti ities a d
e o o i  de elop e t p o ess a d si ulta eousl
edu ate the pu li  a out the eed of self defe e
t ai i gs fo  gi ls i  the s hools a d olleges a d the

old ess to fa e the utes.

 I dia eeds to liste  to the oi es of its o e .
Though the e is g o i g a a e ess a o gst o e
i  ge e al a out thei  espo se to se ual iole e,
so e people ith a i al i sti ts a e ot ead  to
a ept o e s i easi g asse ti e ess, a d the
use hei ous a s to pu ish the . U til a d u less
the pe eptio  that o e  is a thi g of e jo e t
a d a  i st u e t of e te tai e t  is halle ged
to its o e, this epide i  of iole e ill e e  ease. 

The ite  a  e ea hed at
ila ja a.talukda @g ail. o

The Assa  State Di e to ate of Spo ts a d Youth
Welfa e e e tl  o ga ized a th ee-da  lo g Assa
I dige ous Ga es Festi al to highlight a d hold
se e al i dige ous ga es of the state.

Chief Mi iste  S i Sa a a da So o al
i augu ated the fi st e e  Festi al at a fu tio  held
at Desh hakta Ta u  Ra  Phooka  Stadiu  i  R. G.
Ba uah Spo ts Co ple  i  Gu ahati.

I  the ou se of his i augu al spee h, Chief
Mi iste  S i So o al said It has ee  o e of the
e dea ou s of the p ese t State go e e t to
p o ote the spo ts hi h a e e  lose to ou  so io-
ultu al life. It is o e of the guidi g fo es fo  the

go e e t to ha e o ga ised Assa  I dige ous
Ga es Festi al  to gi e due e posu e to ou
spo ti g tale ts ho othe ise e ai  a a  f o  the
spotlight.  He also said that Assa  I dige ous Ga es
Festi al ould p o ide a fillip to st e gthe  so ial

Assa  I dige ous Ga es Festi al

a d ultu al alues of the State. He fu the  stated that
the festi al has ought all the i dige ous spo ti g
tale ts of the state o  o e platfo  hi h ai s to
p o ote a d st e gthe  f ie dship a d a a ade ie
a o g the . At the sa e ti e he also alled upo
the people of the state to ake the ga es festi al a
g a d su ess. He u ged the i e hu d ed pa ti ipa ts
f o   dist i ts to e thusiasti all  take pa t i  the
I dige ous Ga es Festi al  a d uphold  the
spo ts a  spi it a d Assa s i h ess i  i dige ous
spo ts. The Chief Mi iste  S i So o al also eleased a
spe ial sou e i  eleased to a k the o e e e t
of the ga es.

S i Na a Ku a  Dole , Mi iste  of State fo  Spo ts
a d Youth Welfa e also spoke o  the o asio  a d
ga e a ief o e  ie  of all the s he es that the
State go e e t has take  i  the last  o ths i
Assa .

***************************************************************************************
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I  the a kd op of heighte ed shado  o i g
ith Chi a o  the Li e of A tual Co t ol LAC ,

st et hi g f o  Ladakh to A u a hal P adesh, I dia
slo l  ut steadil  addi g so e u h- eeded us le
to its ilita  apa ilities all alo g the , -k  lo g
LAC to offset the sta k ilita  as et  ith its
la gest eigh ou . I  , I dia i tuall  ollapsed
due to eak defe es alo g the o de , palt  u e
of t oops deplo ed i  isolated a d u oo di ated
fo a d posts, a d poo  ilita  o a d a d o t ol
st u tu es. The dau ti g halle ge efo e the I dia
t oops at that poi t of ou  histo  a ged f o  f o
la k of e uisite oads, idges a d i te - alle

o e ti it  to sho tages of a tille , heli opte s,
d o es a d spe ialised a u itio  sto ks. Toda  it
is  a d I dia is o lo ge  the I dia of . This

as a pl  p o ed afte  Chi a as fo ed to ithd a
its t oop f o  the -da  fa e-off at Dokla  ea  the
Sikki -Bhuta -Ti et t i-ju tio  se e  o ths ago.

The il ita  ight of I dia as al ost o -
e iste t p io  to the i asio  of I dia  Chi a i  .
I dia elied too u h o  Pa hasheel  a d Hi di
Chi i Bhai Bhai  sloga  a d had to suffe  the
o se ue es. I  i te atio al elatio s the e is o

pla e fo  u o ditio al faith o  a se i di tato ial
e pa sio ist a d agg essi e atio  a d le ie t
ha dli g of politi al elatio s ith that ou t . I dia
did e a tl  that a d had to pa  the p i e. Fo tu atel ,
I dia ealized its foll  ut it took so e ti e.

 The da age o t ol as ell as eju e atio  of the
a ed fo es i  I dia e e little slo  i itiall  ut has
pi ked up faste  pa e du i g last fe  ea s. The
ope atio al eadi ess a d t oop o ale is high, ith
I dia slo l  ut steadil  addi g so e u h- eeded

us le to its ilita  apa ilities all alo g the , -
k  lo g LAC to offset the sta k ilita  as et

ith Chi a. The pa e has e o e faste  afte  the
People s Li e atio  A  of Chi a o upied No th
Dokla  th oughout the i te , e e  as it is
dise gaged f o  the a tual fa e-off site o  Bhuta ese
te ito .

Fo  e a ple, fou  i fa t  ou tai  di isio s
ea h ith o e  ,  soldie s  u de  the  Co ps
Di apu  a d  Co ps Tezpu , ith t o o e

I dia ead  to fle  ilita  us le

di isio s i  ese e a e o  tasked fo  the defe e
of A u a hal P adesh alo e. The t oop de sit  at
Ta a g, hi h Chi a lai s to e pa t of south Ti et,
is pa ti ula l  high to th a t a  efa ious desig s. A
se io  offi e  o e seei g the fo iddi g f o tie  i
the Ki ithu-Walo g se to  asse ted that Ou  p i a
task is to ai tai  the sa tit  of the LAC a d
do i ate the heights i  pea eti e, a d e ead  fo

a  if it s th ust o  us. We shall ot allo  the  to
pass this ti e.

I dia  t oops a e also o du ti g lo g- a ge
pat ols o  outi e asis, hi h so eti es take up to

-  da s i  the ha sh te ai , to ph si all
do i ate  disputed a eas alo g the LAC. I dia is also

a ki g its foot soldie s ith so e fi epo e  fo
edi le dete e e, f o  deplo i g additio al T-

ta ks i  easte  Ladakh a d Sikki  to the -k
a ge B ahMos supe so i  issiles

a d Bofo s ho itze s i  A u a hal. The Sukhoi- MKI
fighte  s uad o s i  the No th-East ill also e

olste ed ith the fi st s uad o  of the spa ki g e
Rafale jets, hi h a  also deli e  u lea  eapo s,
at Hasi a a  .

It is o  a ell-k o  fa t that the e pa sio ist
Chi a is fle i g its us les. The u e  of its
t a sg essio s  a oss the LAC e t up to  last
ea , ith a ou d half of the  esulti g i  t oop fa e-

offs, as o pa ed to  i  . The up a d t e d
o ti ued i   too.

It is a atte  g eat ejoi e that the e l  aised 
Mou tai  St ike Co ps a d asso iated u its, ith a
total of ,  soldie s fo  ui k- ea tio  g ou d
offe si e apa ilities ill e full  ope atio al 

- . Afte  the  I fa t  Di isio  of the 
Co ps e a e full  ope atio al at Pa aga h West
Be gal , the  I fa t  Di isio  p oposed to e
head ua te ed i  Deh adu  is o  taki g shape, ith
its fi st igade to e aised at Roo kee  Ap il, .

The ilita  de a le of  happe ed e ause
e e e g ossl  u p epa ed. We a e o lo ge

u p epa ed o  li d i  te s of su eilla e, as e
e e e e   ea s ago a d ha e e ough oots o

the g ou d to p e e t a  isad e tu e  the
Chi ese a .
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I dia  athletes had a good ti e at the st
editio  of the Co o ealth Ga es at Gold Coast,
Aust al ia, though it fai led to top the ha t, it
esta lished i ts ede tials uite e phati al l .
Ma ipu  o e  pla ed a ital ole i  this ega d.

Sta  eightlifte  Saikho  Mi a ai Cha u, ho
o ks i  the No theast F o tie  Rail a

head ua te s at Maligao  i  Gu ahati, o  the fi st
gold fo  I dia at the st editio  of the
Co o ealth Ga es at Gold Coast ith a po e -
pa ked pe fo a e i  the o e s  kg atego .
The Ma ipu i po e house – a ha pio  i  last

ea s Wo ld Cha pio ships held i  the USA,
su eeded i  setti g Ga es a d Co o ealth
e o ds i  the s at h, lea  a d je k as ell as the

total. She egiste ed  kg i  the s at h a d  kg
i  lea  a d je k fo  a total of  kg. I  he
do i a t displa  of p o ess as a estle  she
s ashed e o ds i  ea h of he  si  l ifts i  the
o petitio  a d helped i  eati g  e  e o ds

– i e Co o ealth Ga es e o ds a d th ee
Co o ealth e o ds a d th ee atio al e o ds.
Mi a ai Cha u ega  o  a ousi g ote  eaki g
the e isti g Ga es e o d ith a lift of  kg. She

e t o  to eak the e o d a othe  t o ti es ith
su essful atte pts of  kg a d  kg, the latte

ei g he  e  pe so al est. Cha u sta ted the
lea  a d je k sessio  i  a si ila  fashio , lifti g

 kg i  he  fi st atte pt to take the lead
st aighta a . While a othe  su essful lift of 
kg o solidated he  positio , she e t o  to post a

e  pe so al est ith  kg i  he  thi d a d fi al
atte pt to lose off a stella  pe fo a e. P i e
Mi iste  Na e d a Modi toda  o g atulated Cha u
fo  i i g I dia s f i st edal  i  the
Co o ealth Ga es.  He t eeted -

Co g atulatio s to Saikho  Mi a ai Cha u fo
i i g I dia s fi st gold at the CW  ga es a d
eaki g th ee CWG e o ds. I dia is delighted 

these a hie e e ts.

Cha u, the eig i g o ld ha pio  thus iped
out the p e ious Ga es e o d of  kg set 
Nige ia s Augusti a N aokolo at the  editio

Wo e  eightlifte s of Ma ipu  shi e at Co o ealth Ga es

 a o side a le dista e. Cha u s p e ious
pe so al est as  kg hi h she had set du i g
he  title- i i g u  at the Wo ld Cha pio ships
i  . At Gold Coast, Ma ie Ha it a of Mau itius
fi ished a dista t se o d ith a total lift of  kg,

hile Di usha Go es of S i La ka took the o ze
ith a  effo t of  kg.

A othe  Ma ipu i spo tspe so  Miss
Khu uk ha  Sa jita Cha u also o t i uted i
i f lati g  the edal  tal l  of  I dia.  The sta

eightlifte  lifted a total of  kg  kg i  s at h
a d  kg i  lea  a d je k  i  the o e s  kg
atego  o  the se o d da  of the Co o ealth

Ga es  at Gold Coast i  Aust alia to i  the
gold edal. She ga e I dia its se o d gold edal

 do i ati g the o e s kg e e t at the
Ca a a Spo ts a d Leisu e Ce t e o  the se o d
da  of the Ga es. Ba k at the e ue he e last

ea  she o  the gold i  the Co o ealth
Weightlifti g Cha pio ships, the - ea -old f o
Ma ipu  oke the e isti g CWG e o d ith a lift
of kg i  the s at h atego  a d the  lifted 
i  the lea  a d je k to fi ish ith a o i ed
effo t of kg.

I spi ed  the i o i  N Ku ja a i De i  of
Ma ipu , Sa jita Cha u took up eightlifti g as he

hose  field of spo ts. She ade headli es afte
i i g gold at the  se io  atio als efo e

g a i g a o ze at the Asia  Weightli fti g
Cha pio ships i  . I  , she o  gold at
the Co o ealth Weightlifti g Cha pio ships.
At the  CWG, at just  ea s of age, Sa jita

o  gold o e  Mi a ai Cha u ith a total lift of 
kg hi h as just t o kgs sho t of the Ga es e o d.
Sa jita ooked a spot at the  CWG afte  taki g
gold i  the o e s kg ith a total lift of  kg

kg+ kg  at the Co o ealth Se io  e
a d o e  Weightlifti g Cha pio ships.

I  total,  I dia  athletes took pa t i  the st
Co o ealth Ga es i  Gold Coast a o gst

ho  Sushil Ku a , Ma  Ko , PV Si dhu, Sai a
Neh al e e so e of I dia s top edal i e s.
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A u a hal P adesh, a state i ha ited  o e
tha   ajo  t i es a d o e tha   su  t i es
is t ul  a elti g pot of di e se t aditio s a d

ultu es. Despite the di e sit  a d disti tl
diffe e t ultu es a d t aditio s, the  ha e li ed
pea efull  espe ti g ea h othe s ultu es.

The Mopi  Festi al, hi h is a tuall  a  a ual
ha est festi al  of the Galo o u it  of
A u a hal P adesh, is toda  o side ed o e as a

o u it  festi al a d the gaiet  a d fe ou
asso iated ith it e o passes all the i dige ous
people of the state.

O  Thu sda , the th Ap i l, , the a ual
ha est festi al Mopi  as ele ated a oss the
State ith t aditio al gaiet  a d eligious fe ou .
Atte di g the Mopi  ele atio  at Ita aga , Chief
Mi iste  S i Pe a Kha du, lauded the elde s of
Galo o u it  fo  p ese i g thei  i h ultu e
a d t aditio  a d passi g it do  to the ou ge
ge e atio . He a ou ed that the State
Go e e t is o ki g ha d fo  p ese atio  of
i dige ous faith a d ultu e a d has allo ated Rs 

o es fo  ele ati g all i dige ous festi als, hi h
is a huge i ease f o  ea lie  allo atio  of Rs .

o es pe  a u . This fu d ill e dis u sed to all
dist i ts  a d the  to all  o u it  ased
o ga isatio s. The Chief Mi iste  i  his spee h, also
st essed o  the eed fo  p ese atio  of the
i dige ous la guages, hi h he felt is the oot of
ultu al fou datio  of a o u it . He added that

to a hie e this loft  goal  his Go e e t has
allo ated Rs  o e a d pla ed it at the disposal of
the Resea h Depa t e t to stud  the status of
diffe e t diale ts i  the State i  ie  of UNESCO
atego isi g  of the  as highl  e da ge ed.

The Mopi  festi al as si ila l  o se ed at
a ious othe  pla es a oss A u a hal P adesh ith

spo ta eous gaiet  a d fe o .

The golde  ju ilee ele atio  of the Mopi
festi al as o se ed at Ka a i  West Sia g
dist i t, he e U io  Mi iste  of State fo  Ho e
Affai s Ki e  Rijiju joi ed the festi ities. At Aalo
of the sa e dist i t, Spo ts & Youth Affai s

Mopi  festi al ele ated

Pa lia e ta  Se eta  S i N a a  Ka ak took
pa t i  the festi ities. I  his add ess to the la ge
gathe i g he stated that Festi als sho ase ou
i h ultu e a d disti t ide tit , a d e e  e e

of the so iet , i espe ti e of eligious affi ities,
should ele ate the .  He also ad o ated
do u e tatio  of the Galo ultu e a d p ese i g
it fo  futu e ge e atio s a d said that Festi als
should a t as a platfo  to i g o e ess, utual
t ust, good ill a d u de sta di g a o g a ious

o u ities,  he added.  Mopi  Festi al
Cele atio  Co ittee P eside t S i Doli Lolle
a d Se eta  S i Ge a  Padu spoke o  the histo
a d thologi al aspe ts of Mopi , a d u ged the
pa ti ipa ts to ise a o e so ial  ta oo a d
pa ti ipate i  su h ele atio .

At Pasighat i  East Sia g dist i t, the th ee-da
Mopi  ele atio  o luded o  Satu da , the th

Ap il,   e e i g sp eadi g the essage of
pea e, othe hood a d p ospe it .  Cultu al
pe fo a es, i ludi g t aditio al da es a d folk

usi , alo g ith e oti  uisi e a d a ious
o petitio s a ked the ele atio . O  F ida

the th Ap i l ,  e e i g, e e s of the
Pasighat Ce t al Mopi  Cele atio  Co ittee
CMCC  a d a t oupe f o  Aalo th il led the

audie e at the Deput  Co issio e s eside e
ith thei  elodious so gs a d t aditio al Popi

da es. Deput  Co issio e  of Pasighat S i
Ta i o Tatak i  his essage u ged the o u it
to adhe e to its age-old usto s a d e p essed
g atitude to the o u it  fo  ele ati g the
festi al i  a efitti g a e  fo  so ial u it .  S i
Tatak e p essed hope that su h ele atio  ould

i g good lu k a d p ospe it , alo g ith good
ha est a d elief f o  diseases, ala ities a d e il
spi its. Sho asi g a  a azi g a a  of itualisti
a d ultu al a ti ities fo  th ee o se uti e da s,
the people p a ed fo  lessi gs f o  A e Mopi
fo  a u pe  ha est, o u al ha o , a d
good health fo  all.  The ele atio  of the festi al

as o ga ised  the CMCC- , u de  the
hai a ship of ADC M . Tatdo Bo a g.



Heritage Explorer May 201814

Assa , o e the ost pea eful a d ultu all
o ie ted state i  I dia, is o  fast p og essi g to a ds
a a h , aused ostl   ju e ile deli ue ts a d
u de age i i als. The offi ial e o ds of the Assa
Poli e e eals that du i g the past si  ea s the u e
of ju e iles  as i i als  a d the i o s  as i ti s
ha e i eased a ifold. A se io  offi ial i  the i e

a h of the State poli e fo e has said that he  the
e o ds of i es of the past si  ea s i  the State a e

e a i ed, it e o es stal lea  that ost of the
pe so s ho o itted the i es a e ju e ile
deli ue ts. The sta k ealit  is that ost of the i ti s
of the i es a e also i o s. The latest e a ple of
this t e d a  e lea l  u de stood if e a al ze the
e e t i ide t of ape of a i o  gi l i  Batad a a i

Nagao  Dist i t, i  hi h t o of the th ee ouths ho
had o itted the i e e e i o s.

A o di g i e epo ts of the Assa  Poli e fo
- , as a  as ,  ases agai st ape of i o

gi ls e e egiste ed i  the State. While  ases of
ape of i o  gi ls e e egiste ed i  ,  su h
ases e e egiste ed i  .  The u e  of su h
ases sudde l  ose to  i  ,  i  ,  i

,  i   a d  i  .

The statisti s of i e i  Assa  is e  ala i g. I
the past si  ea s,  of the ape i ti s e e of the
age g oup -  ea s,  i ti s e e of the age
g oup of -  ea s a d  e e -  ea s of age.

C i es agai st i o s  i o s  - A  ala  ell

As to the easo s of this a o al ise the Poli e lai
that the la k of se  edu atio  i  s hool leads to the
o u e es of su h i es i  so iet . No ada s, a
hild ofte  sees the use of d ugs, al ohol a d othe

so ial e ils at thei  ho e. A se tio  of hild e  a e
hooked o  to o ile pho es ith i te et
o e tio s to a igate a ou d YouTu e, fa e ook

a d othe  po  sites. The  see so e s e es hi h
the  should t see at thei  age. Su h hild e  gossip
su h thi gs ith thei  pee s a d attai  se ual atu it
out of s  ith thei  age. Si e the  ge e all  do t
sha e su h e pe ie es ith thei  pa e ts a d the
pa e ts i  ge e al do ot a e to keep t a k of the
a ti ities of thei  hild e , this u de age ge e atio
ofte  goes ast a . I pa ti g se  edu atio   tea he s
i  s hools a d o s ious pa e ts a  ake hild e
ealize the ill effe ts of su h de elop e ts.  

B i gi g positi e ha ge i  the i e s e a io
i ol i g i o s is ot as si ple as it a  look. Most
of us a e e t o  heapi g la es o  the Go e e t
a d the poli e fo  all ou  oes ut o e of us a e
ead  to do ou  little it to o e t the situatio . It is

little u de stood that the futu e of a atio , a
o u it  o  a so iet  a ot e oulded  a

i di idual o  a si gle age .  O l  olle ti e effo t
a d olle ti e a tio  a  a hie e the goal. The
Pa e ts, Tea he s, So iet  Elde s o  o e ha d a d the
Go e e t a d the Poli e o  the othe  ust joi
fo es to e odel the p ese t da  of so ial a a h .

***************************************************************************************

Ma galdai To  is k o  all o e  the state as a
to ship populated  edu ated, so iall  o s ious
a d espo si le itize s, ho e e  fails to  sta d up
fo  justi e a d de o u  i   pu li  life. The e e t spu t
of i es agai st o e  i  the state agai  ought
to the fo e thei  i e fo  su h hei ous dege e atio .

O  Ma h ,  a pu li  all  as o ga ised at
Ma galddai to p otest agai st the g o i g i ide ts of

i e agai st o e  i  the State i  e e t ti es.
A ou d  itize s o p isi g e e s of se e al
lo al o e s o ga isatio s, stude t odies a d
NGOs, i ludi g Bhe a ghat Mahila Ma ha, Ma galdai
Mahila Kal a  Sa aj, Ma galdai Gi ls  College Stude ts

Ma galdai & Kok ajha  p otests o e  i es agai st o e

U io , Sa as ati Mahila Sa a ai Sa iti of Hi apa a,
C stal Visio  et  took out a all  f o  Bhe a ghat
Pu li  Bus Sta d p e ises th ough the ai  st eets of
Ma galdai to   shouti g sloga s a d displa i g
pla a ds to ge e ate a a e ess o  i es agai st

o e  a d de a ded apital pu ish e t fo
i i als o i ted i  ape ases.

The all  ul i ated i to a pu li  eeti g at the
Bish u Ma di  p e ises he e se e al so ial a ti ists
a d stude t leade s, i ludi g S t Rash i Rekha
Sa a of Mahila Kal a  Sa aj,  S i Sekha  Mazu da ,
Ku a i Jag as ita Gos a i of Ma galdai Gi ls

Co td. to Page 
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Shad Suk M sie  hi h ea s da e of the
happ  hea ts, is o e of the ost p o i e t festi als
of the Khasi o u it  of Meghala , the a ode of
louds. It is also k o  as Weiki g da e, a folk da e

fo  he e the Khasi aide s g a iousl  o e
i side a i le, hile the e  ith hips a d s o ds
da e ith full zeal outside the i le. The Khasis
pe fo   diffe e t da es i  Shad Suk M sie .
The  a e Mastieh, P llu , Padiah, Kla g, Du  Du
a d Shad Nalai. The da es take pla e till su set.

The ele atio  of the festi al sta ts o  Ap il 
a d o ludes o  Ap il  as a a k of tha ksgi i g to
Mothe  Natu e fo  good ha est a d fo  f esh so i g
of seeds as also to a k the ha est seaso  a d to
pa  o eisa e to God. Khasi e  a d o e  i
thousa ds ele ate Shad Suk M sie  i  a ious
pa ts of Meghala a ith spo ta eous gaiet  a d
fe ou .

As pe  usto , oth e  a d o e  pa ti ipate
i  the da e he e steps of o e  a e su tle a d
those of e  o e e e geti . O l  u a ied

o e  a e allo ed to pa ti ipate i  the da e. The
da e egi s ith d u eats, flutes a d als
pi ki g up the te po. T o i les a e fo ed ith

o e  o  the i side i g a d e  o  the oute  i g.
With e es do , the o e  take s all steps
fo a d a d a k a d as the  g aduall  shift
side a s to o e i  a i le. The  keep thei  od
st aight a d a s loose at shoulde s. The e  do a

o e e e geti  da e ith s ift o e e ts i
lo k ise a d a ti lo k ise di e tio  a ou d
o e . Me  pla  the pa t of p ote to s of the
o e . The Shad Suk M sie  da e is o side ed

s oli  of o e  fe til it  he e the  a e
e epta les of seeds a d ea e s of f uit, a d e

a e ulti ato s ho pla t, ulti ate a d u tu e the
seeds u til the  a e ha ested. The th ee-da  a ual
Shad Suk M sie  festi al also efle ts the

at ili eal a d pat il i eal aspe ts of the Khasi
so iet .

I  Shillo g, despite hea  do pou , hu d eds
of o s a d gi ls de ked up i  thei  t aditio al atti e
of fi e silk, gold a d sil e  je el ies pa ti ipated i

Shad Suk M sie  - The Da e of the Happ  Hea ts

the Shad Suk M sie  Festi al at Weiki g g ou d i
Jaia  of the it . Thousa ds of spe tato s f o  the
State, i ludi g tou ists f o  outside, asse led at
the e ue to it ess the olou ful t aditio al
tha ksgi i g da e. It eeds a spe ial e tio  that
the festi al is ei g o se ed at the Weiki g g ou d
fo  the past  ea s.

People elo gi g to the Nia  Khasi, i ludi g
ou g a d old, took pa t i  the da e festi al

a o pa ied  the eats of the d u s a d pla i g
of flutes Ta g u i  to tha k God fo  all His lessi gs
that He has esto ed upo  the .

This ea  a  - ea -old a  M . Bill  Tha ah f o
Sohio g took pa t i  the da e of the Happ  Hea ts
o  the losi g da  of the festi al. While taki g a

eak f o  da i g, M . Bill  Tha ah said, This is
fo  the fi st ti e I  taki g pa t i  the festi al afte
a gap of  ea s as I a t to e ou age othe  ouths
to pa ti ipate i  this t aditio al da e of the Khasis.
He also added that I a t to t  a d tea h the outh
the o igi al da i g te h i ues a d o es.  M .
Tha ah fu the  said the e as la k of e uip e t,
t aditio al o a e ts a d atti es du i g his da s ut
fo  toda s ge e atio  e e thi g is easil  a aila le.
Refe i g to the e ploits of M . Tha ah, the
P eside t of the Se g Khasi K ei  M . Ba tei
Ru o g said that A  elde l  pe so  despite his
Tha ah  age has pa ti ipated i  the da e festi al.

We a e delighted as this ill e ou age ou  outh to
o e fo a d a d take pa t i  this t aditio al da e.

La e ti g o e  the fa t that i easi g u e
of Khasi faithful sh i g a a  f o  the age-old
t aditio al faith a d asso iati g the sel es ith
othe  faiths, P eside t M . Ba tei Ru o g said,
Se g Khasi f o  ti e to ti e t  to u ite its e ti e

faithful a d tea h the  the alues of the t aditio al
Khasi faith. Ho e e , so e people ight feel that
the Khasi faith is ot ight fo  the  a d the  p efe
to asso iate ith othe  faiths.

The festi al as fi st o ga ized at the Weiki g
g ou d o  Ap il  a d , . Ho e e , f o  
till , the festi al used to e held at Ma kha .
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I ediatel  afte  I dia attai ed i depe de e,
the eed fo  p epa atio  of a Natio al Registe  of
Citize s NRC  as o ei ed. A o di gl , the
p o ess of its p epa atio  as sta ted asi g o  the

 e sus a d the  ote s  list i  all the States
of I dia i ludi g Assa .

The eed fo  updati g the NRC of  o l  i
Assa  a ose e ause of the easo  that i  a  pla es
of Assa , the opies of the NRC e e ot p ese ed
p ope l   o  a e su eptitiousl  issi g, as a esult of

hi h it as ot possi le to dete t a la ge u e  of
i filt ato s pa ti ula l  o i g f o  e st hile East
Pakista , o  Ba gladesh. Du i g the lo g pe iod of
the Co g ess ule, Assa  had ee  la gel  i filt ated

 a ho de of o -I dia  itize s ho e e used as a
ote a k a d the efo e o o ete steps e e take

to dete t a d depo t the  to thei  ou t  of o igi .
No a tio s e e also take  to p e e t thei  fu the
i filt atio  i to Assa . U fo tu atel , the illegal

ig atio  ai l  f o  Ba gladesh has still ee
goi g o  u a atedl  th ough the po ous o de .

I   a state ide o e e t fo  e pulsio  of
fo eig  atio als f o  Assa  as lau hed  All
Assa  Stude ts U io  a d All Assa  Ga a Sa g a
Pa ishad, hi h o ti ued fo  lo g si  ea s. I  ,
a t ipa tite a o d k o  as the Assa  A o d as
sig ed o  August ,  a o g the ep ese tati es
of the Ce t al a d State go e e ts a d the leade s
of the Assa  Mo e e t AASU a d AAGSP  ith the
o je ti es of dete tio , deletio  of thei  a es f o
the ote s  list if al ead  i luded a d depo tatio  of
all the illegal fo eig e s, i espe ti e of eligio , ho
e te ed Assa  afte  Ma h , . But it is eall

e  dis ou agi g that othi g has ee  do e  the
su essi e go e e ts, hethe  it as the Co g ess
o  the AGP, to dete t, delete a d depo t the illegal
fo eig e s du i g the last  ea s afte  the sig i g of
the A o d.

It is e essa  to e tio  he e that the Aso
Sa ilita Mahasa gha, o sisti g  i dige ous
g oups of people of Assa , has filed a PIL i  the
Sup e e Cou t seeki g to uash  as the ut-off

ea  fo  ide tif i g the fo eig e s a d i  its pla e
esto e  hi h is o stitutio all  alid a d still

NRC a d Citize ship A t

D .  Ma oha  Das

appli a le i  all othe  States e ept Assa . The fi al
e di t o  this appeal is still  pe di g i  the
o stitutio al e h of the Sup e e Cou t. Without
aiti g fo  the e di t of the Sup e e Cou t, the

Citize ship A t,  as a e ded  i o po ati g
lause  A  i to it i  o de  to a o d I dia  itize ship

o  the asis of . The Mahasa gha a gued efo e
the th ee- e e  di isio  e h of the Sup e e
Cou t that hi le th oughout the ou t , the
defi itio  of itize ship is dete i ed o  the asis
of the  NRC, ho  the ut-off ea  of a o di g
itize ship i  Assa  a  e . So it has appealed

to the highest ou t to uash the lause  A  of the
Citize ship A t, . I  espo se to its appeal, the
Chief Justi e has di e ted to fo  a fi e- e e

o stitutio al e h to e a i e tho oughl  the
issues aised i  Ma h, .

It is ot k o  hat ill e the fi al e di t of the
SC o  this disputed issue. If the e di t ill e fo

, the  hat ill e the fate of the o goi g
igo ous e e ise of the NRC updati g p o ess? At a

ti e he  the fi st pa t of the d aft NRC has al ead
ee  de la ed, the se o d pa t is goi g to e

a ou ed e  soo  a d the p o ess of o pleti g
the fi al op  efo e Ju e ,  is goi g o  i  full
s i g, ill the e di t ot jeopa dize the hole
p o ess of NRC updati g? Is it also ot a su d to k o
that o  the o e ha d, the SC has al ead  di e ted to
o plete the NRC updati g o  the asis of  a d

o  the othe  ha d, the sa e SC has a epted the
appeal of the Mahasa gha to e a i e the
o stitutio al alidit  of ?

Ho e e , at the ehest of the SC a d u de  its
di e t supe isio , the p o ess of NRC update has

ee  sta ted o l  i  Ma h, . It has ee  goi g o
s oothl  stee i g lea  of politi al i te fe e es a d
esista e f o  the i les of so e ested i te ests.

The BJP go e e t is also t i g to settle the Hi du
ig a ts a d a o d the  itize ship. With that

pu pose, the BJP-led NDA Go e e t has
p o ulgated a  o di a e o  Septe e  ,  
a e di g the Passpo t A t,  a d the Fo eig e s
A t,  i  o de  to settle fi st the Ba gladeshi Hi dus
a d othe  o -Musli  illegal ig a ts i  Assa  a d
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the  to a o d the  itize ship.
It appea s that the o di a e has iolated the

fu da e tal p i iple of se ula is  e sh i ed i  the
Co stitutio   di idi g the ig a ts/ efugees o  the

asis of eligio  a d se o dl , si e the e is o la
fo  efugees i  I dia, all the ig a ts a e o e ed 
the Fo eig e s  A t, . No la  a  e ha ged 
a  o di a e. I  o de  to do so, the sta di g la
should e a e ded fi st i  the Pa lia e t. With that
e d i  ie , the U io  Ho e Mi iste  pla ed a Bill i
the Pa lia e t o  Jul  ,  to a o d legal status
to the o di a e so that the illegal o -Musli

ig a ts a  get I dia  itize ship. But e ause of
the stiff esista e f o  so e e e s of the
Oppositio  pa ties, the Go e e t as o pelled
to se d the Bill to a Joi t Pa lia e ta  Co ittee
JPC  o stituted   e e s headed  D  Sat a

Pal Si gh. The o ittee ust take the espo si ilit
to p ese t the Bill i  oth the Houses afte  s uti izi g
all of its poi ts taki g hea i g of diffe e t
o ga izatio s a d i di iduals i  all  the States
o e ed that a e fo  a d agai st it.

The JPC took hea i gs of se e al o ga izatio s a d
i di iduals o e ed i  diffe e t States. Ho e e ,
it did ot isit Assa  fo  taki g si ila  hea i g. I  the

ea ti e, afte  S i Sat a Pal Si gh left the o ittee

to joi  the Ce t al Mi ist , its a ti ities e ai ed
suspe ded fo  last o e ea . Ho e e , e e tl  S i
Raje d a Ag a al has joi ed as its Chai a  a d the
p o ess of hea i g has sta ted o e agai . He has also
e p essed his illi g ess to isit Assa  efo e a
delegatio  of the AGP. Be ause of su h a easo , the
JPC ould ot pla e the o e ted Bill i  the p ese t
Budget Sessio  of the Pa lia e t. The Ho e Mi iste
has ho e e  a dated the JPC to o plete the
p o ess so that it a  e pla ed i  the Su e  Sessio
of the Pa lia e t.

I  spite of st o g oppositio  agai st the Bill, the
Ce t al Go e e t see s to e fi  to pass the Bill
i  the Pa lia e t ith the help of its ajo it . It is
eg etta le that the State BJP-led Go e e t is also
li dl  suppo ti g the Ce t al Go e e t k o i g
e  ell that the Assa ese-speaki g people of

Assa  ould e edu ed to i o it  i  thei  o
ho ela d. If the Bill is passed to gi e it a legal status,

ill it ot iolate the lauses of the Assa  A o d?
Will it ot jeopa dize the hole p o ess of NRC
updati g? The efo e, it is high ti e to fight agai st
the Citize ship A e d e t  Bill  diffe e t
o ga izatio s, politi al pa ties a d o s ious itize s
u itedl  fo  the su i al of the Assa ese a d othe
i dige ous g oups of people.

***************************************************************************************

Va asis e e  suppo ted the de o i  fo es,
athe  the  fought agai st the . The  ha e p ote ted

a d p ese ed the Sa ata  Hi du alues a d Vedi
t aditio s. The  a e ou  o  eth e  a d e should
a uai t ou  hild e  ith the . It is ou  ultu al
lega , hi h has to e t a sfe ed to the e t
ge e atio ,  said RSS Sa sa gha halak Sh i Moha
Bhag at, hile add essi g a Hi du Sa ela  at
Aasa e illage i  Daha u o  Ap il .

A out ,  people f o  e ote a eas of Palgha h
dist i t pa ti ipated i  the Sa ela . A ook, Va
Ja  Gatha, pu lished  Hi dustha  P akasha  as
also eleased o  the o asio . Afte  the fu tio , the
Sa sa gha halak isited Talasa i p oje t. This p oje t

as sta ted  ea s ago  the Vish a Hi du Pa ishad
VHP  to u  the o e sio  a ti ities  Ch istia

issio a ies i  the egio .

Add essi g the Hi du Sa ela , Sh i Moha
Bhag at fu the  said the Va asis ust get

oppo tu it  to ake p og ess. If e p o ide o e
thi d of ou  i o e a d so e pa t of ou  life fo  the
p og ess of these people, the shops i g u   so e

ested i te ests i  su h egio s ill e shut do
pe a e tl . Talasa i p oje t has p odu ed the
dedi ated a d o itted o ke s ho a e al a s

igila t,  he added. He said the Hi dus ha e fo gotto
thei  eal ide tit  follo i g diffe e es of la guages,
egio s a d astes. He alled upo  the people to

p ese e thei  Hi du ide tit .

A out Sh i Ra  te ple i  A odh a, he said those
ho de olished the Ma di  the e e e ot I dia

Musli s. A  I dia  itize  a ot do it. The alie
fo es ta geted the te ples he e. But toda  e a e
f ee a d e ha e the ight to e o st u t hat had

ee  de olished. It is the atte  of ou  ide tit . We
hope the te ple ould e e uilt at the sa e pla e

he e it e isted, he added.

Va asis Must Get Oppo tu it  to Make P og ess

(Organiser, May 6, 2018)
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Du i g the ea l  pa t of this ea , I had the
oppo tu it  to e- eet Dha es a  Ba ua, eside t
of a i te io  illage of So itpu  dist i t, Assa . He is a
e pe t he al heale  as ell as agi o- eligious o
o ult edi i al p a tio e . He helped e i
ide tif i g a ious pla t a ieties, thei  a ious pa ts
useful  fo  u i g a ious diseases a d ail e ts. It as
o e of  ea l  esea h e peditio s. The e as
a othe  pe so  f o  the sa e dist i t ho de eloped
e tai  ho e- ade edi i e out of his p olo ged

e plo atio  a d e pe ie e gathe ed th ough so e
pu lished te ts. Late Su phul Lahka , his g a eful fa e
is still af esh i   i d. The a  he o es alo g ith

e i  his kit he  ga de  a d ea  lo alities, a d his
s all shop, i  f o t of his oad side house, a a ge e t
of ottles i side the shelf s of the shop, p ope  la eli g

 a es of diseases a ou d the glass ottle of
diffe e t shapes a d sizes, e e plifies the glo ious
he itage of he al edi i e i  this egio .

He al edi i e has a o ld ide a epta e due
to t o i po ta t fa to s: ost effi a  a d fe e  side
effe ts. I  the idst of ode  o  este  edi i e,
the ele a e of he al edi i e a ot e su su ed.
The e a e gia t o pa ies, i dust ies, a ds like
Pata jali i  I dia, deali g ith a ious p odu ts he e
he s a e the ai  i g eadie t. I  I dia  o te t, the
A u eda s ste  of edi i e has ee  ased o  the
k o ledge of pla t a ieties. It is still goi g o . E e
i  the ode  edi i e, if o e look a ou d at the
o positio  of d ugs, ill e see  that a ious pla t

i g edie ts apa t f o  othe  he i al o po e t ha e
ee  used to p epa e the edi i e. Fo , eg, tulsi pla t

lea es is utilized i  p epa i g a  ough s up. The e
a e a  su h e a ples he e a ious ode

edi i es a e de i ed f o  a ious he al esou es.
No th east, ei g i h i  iodi e sit  is the pla e he e

a  pla ts ha i g edi i al alue g o  i  a u da e
due to fa ou a le li ati  o ditio s. La ge u e s
of edi i al pla ts ha e ee  also ide tified i  a ious
eth o- ota i al e plo atio s a d e peditio s. Studies
e eal that t aditio al o u ities ha e de eloped a
lose e us ith su h pla ts ha i g edi i al

p ope ties ithi  the a it of t aditio al isdo
th ough p olo ged o ta t, a ess, e pe ie e as ell
as t ial a d e o  ethod. It e ha es i  the

He al He itage

D  Ra ga Ra ja  Das

de elop e t of a  i dige ous heali g p a ti es fo
a ious diseases a d ail e ts a o g the a ious

i dige ous people esidi g i  the ook a d o e  of
this egio  he e ode  health a e s ste  is still
u a aila le. So e spe ialized pe so s k o  as

edi i e a  lo al a e diffe s a o g diffe e t
g oups, i  Assa ese bez o  oja  e e ge ithi  the
o te t of o  so iet  a d ultu e.

Thei  ole of he al edi i e is i e se i  the u al
o te t i  spite of este  d ugs. E e  i  o te po a

ti es, a la ge se tio  of people el  o  edi al
plu alis . I  othe  o ds, the  ha e de eloped the
te de ies to utilize oth the fo s of edi i e. The e
a e so e s ie tifi  o ie tatio s also. I  e e t ti es,
i  Assa  the e as de gu out eak a d effe ted a .
It is ellk o  that the ode  health a e
p a titio e s p es i ed de gu effe ted patie ts to

o su e jui e of papa a lea e as a  i po ta t
e edial easu e. E ept the su ge , he al edi i e

has lots of o ie tatio s f o  e edial poi t of ie .
E e  i  o e f a tu e, it is epo ted that a ki d of

eepe  ha  jo a lota , eall  pla s the ole of paste
a dage i  Assa . Effi a ies, sig ifi a e, lesse  side

effe ts, lo  ost, a essi ilit , i easi g popula it ,
ake a fe  se tio s of people to i g it at o e ial

le el. It is e o d the le el of Dha es a  Ba ua,
Su phul Lahka  that is stated ea lie . T o su h
i itiati es o e to i d hile e ie i g the situatio
i  the o te t of Assa : late D  Gu a a  Kha ika  a d
A o  P ak itik Ud og  atu e- ased i dust  of
Makhi aha, Tihu, Nal a i.  It as Late D  Kha ika  ho

as i st u e tal i  i gi g fo th the i h he al
he itage i  o e ial ilieu. I  his ati e pla e at
Golaghat dist i t of Assa , he had de eloped a

o de ful u se  of edi i al pla ts. P olo ged
studies, esea h a d e pe ie es e a led hi  to
de elop a ious he al edi i es useful i  a ious

i o  a d se ious diseases iz e ous de i lit ,
dia etes, hai  loss, sto a h elated p o le s,
heu atis , fa e pa k, i digestio , lood pu ifi atio

a d a  othe  p o le s. It is o se ed that so e of
this k o ledge is a aila le i  a s atte ed a e  i
the i dige ous do ai  of Assa ese so iet . His eal
o t i utio  a  e u de stood f o  ho  he gathe ed

su h e te si e k o ledge th ough e pi i al
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e pe ie es, o se atio , e e  added e
fo ulatio s  i o ati e ea s, so that people has
eas  a ess to su h k o ledge i  utilita ia
pe spe ti es. He has itte  a  ooks o  he al
e edies. These ooks a e i deed a eal testi o  of

he al he itage of Assa . E ept fe , ost of these
ooks a e itte  i  si ple Assa ese la guage

depi ti g the i h edi i al pla t di e sit  of o th
east, utilities of a ious f uits, egeta les, leaf

egeta les, edi le oots a d tu e s, flo e s, spi es
a aila le i  a d a ou d us fo  u i g a ious i o  a d

ajo  diseases, i fo atio  elati g to o positio
of a ious o po e ts fo  usi g as edi i es, ith
p es iptio  of doses eeded fo  pa ti ula  p o le .
These ooks ha e e o e e  popula  a o g
o o  asses. His sudde  de ise has o dou t

affe ted the i dige ous he al i dust  of Assa .
Ne e theless, A o  P ak itik Ud og, has o ti ued the
lega  of he al edi i es at o e ial le el. The
ha e also de eloped a ious d ugs fo  a ious diseases
a d p o le s f o  the lo all  a aila le edi i al
pla ts. It has ea hed to use s f o  a ious outlets,
fai s a d e e ts.

Ba ua, Lahka , D  Kha ika , P ak itik Ud og a e so e

of i di idual ide tities a ti g as a to h ea e s of
he al he itage of this egio , i  o e ha d, the
t aditio al o u ities p ese e a  k o ledge o
su h di e sio s ithi  the a it of thei  t aditio al

isdo  t a s itti g a oss the ge e atio s si e ti es
i e o ial. The ad e t of ode  edi i e, este
health a e s ste s, ph si ia s, pha a euti al
o pa ies, ha e ade a  i pa t o  su h p a ti es as

see  i  the de li i g u e  of he al p a titio e s
epo ted i  e e t ti es. La k of i te est of ou  pa e ts

a d se io s fo  su h i dige ous health a e s ste s,
de elop e t of i p o ed te h i ue of ode
health a e, effo ts fo  ui k a d speed  a tio , poses
se ious th eats to su h t aditio al s ste  i  the
o te po a  pe iod. Ad e t of e  diseases, huge

e pe ditu e fo  ode  health a e fa ilities a d
edi i es, ofte  o pel to look fo  e  alte ati es

fo  effe ti e e e utio  u de  the ha gi g
i u sta es. U de  su h situatio , issues pe tai i g

to o se atio , p ese atio  a d esto atio  of
i a t he al he itage of this egio  eed ade uate

atte tio  f o  the eal stakeholde s a d app op iate
autho ities to edefi e a d e-e plo e the e ti e
possi ilities a d pote tialities fo  f uitful ield.

***************************************************************************************

The g eatest o  of the o ld toda  is li ate
ha ge that is affe ti g ot o l  the ala e i  atu e
ut is also distu i g the life o  pla et ea th as a
hole. The o l  ai  of all the s ie tists  o ld o e ,
ho a e o ki g ha d to fi d a a  to i g a k the
ala ed e o s ste , is to fi d a a  to stop glo al
a i g a d li ate ha ge. I  this despe ate

s e a io a gi l f o  Assa  – Miss Ka a i Pathak,
daughte  of so ial o ke  Rud a Ku a  Pathak a d
Jo oti Pathak of A ha apu i to  of Bo gaigao
dist i , has su eded i  ide tif i g  a g ass spe ies,
I pe ata li d i a  hi h a  pla  a ital ole i
li ate ha ge itigatio .  Miss Ka a i did he  PhD i
Ca o  Sto age a d  S uest atio  Oppo tu ities of

I pe ata G assla d i  Ba ak Valle , Assa  u de  the
guida e of D . A u  J oti Nath a d P of. Ashesh Ku a
Das of Assa  U i e sit , Sil ha  hile she as guided

 P of. Yad i de  Malhi i  the U i e sit  of O fo d,
UK. He  esea h pape s e e pu lished i  e o ed
jou als, i ludi g La d Deg adatio  a d
De elop e t, Cu e t S ie e. This fi di g is
e pe ted to ope  e  doo s of oppo tu ities a d add
to the list of a ious a s ei g i ple e ted 

G ass too a  fight li ate ha ge

diffe e t ou t ies i  the issio  of li ate ha ge
adaptatio  a d itigatio  a d de- a i g the o ld
e i o e t, as ag eed upo  i  the Pa is Co e tio
i  .

I  a e e t o e to o e dis ussio  ith The Se ti el
e spape , Miss Ka a i Pathak dis losed that the e

a e a ple oppo tu ities to e plo e this a iet  of
g ass e ause it as fou d du i g he  esea h that
I pe ata g assla ds e o ed a out  Mg CO  pe
he ta e pe  ea  that e e ts a egati e feed a k to
glo al li ate ha ge.

She fu the  added that, o  slopp  a d deg aded
la ds, I pe ata g assla ds a  e a aged to esto e
ph si al, he i al a d iologi al p ope ties of soil.
She st essed that si e the I pe ata g assla ds a e

a aged t aditio all  i  u al la ds apes of No theast
I dia fo  o eta  e efits; effo ts should e ade
to e ou age its p o otio  keepi g othe  utilities of
the g ass a iet  i  i d. She e p essed the hope
that he  esea h fi di gs ill go a lo g a  i  de-

a i g the e i o e t a d sa e the s ooth
flo i g e o s ste .
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The e a e diffe e t ite ia o  hi h o e ould
o pa e those  eligio s. I a t to fo us he e o l

o  the ost i po ta t o e: hi h o e of the th ee is
losest to t uth.

Ch istia it  lai s that the full t uth has ee
e ealed  ea s ago o l  to Jesus Ch ist  the

o e Sup e e Bei g alled God i  E glish , a d
the efo e t uth is o l  ith his Chu h. All ust

e o e Ch istia s a d follo  hat Ch ist said, if the
a t to e sa ed f o  hell.

Isla  lai s that the fi al t uth has ee  e ealed
so e  ea s ago to P ophet Moha ed  the o e
Sup e e Bei g alled Allah i  Isla  a d the efo e
Isla  is the o l  t ue eligio . All ust e o e
Musli s a d follo  hat P ophet Moha ed said, if
the  a t to e sa ed f o  hell.

Is t it st a ge that e e  i  the st e tu  those
u su sta tiated lai s a out ete al hell fo  othe s
a e ot de ated a d dis issed as supe stitio ?
Fu the , o iousl  at least o e of those eligio s a t

e t ue, if ot oth – so h  o od  e tio s this?
Yet i stead of a de ate o  hat is t ue, the ight to
f eedo  of elief  is p ote ted. It s su el  st a ge.

No  he e does Hi duis  sta d? It usuall  is see
as i fe io  to the t o ig, esta lished, espe ted ,
i h eligio s. A d if o e goes  o o  pe eptio ,

Hi duis  is ai l  a out aste s ste , sati a d
o shippi g a  gods, hi h idol o ship  is the

g eatest si  i  oth Ch istia it  a d Isla , e ause
the Ch istia  God a d Allah a e lai ed to e jealous
of othe  gods.

Hi duis  is a athe  e  te . It as i t odu ed
 the B itish fo  the a ie t t aditio s i  I dia ased

o  the Vedi  te ts.

Wh  as Hi duis  i t odu ed? Toda s I dia s
e e alled Hi dus ea lie  a d e e  toda  a e alled

Hi du i  Chi a. Hi duis  ould e aki  to Ge a is
o  F e his .

I got a lue h  Hi duis  as i t odu ed, he  I
ead that Voltai e, too, a o g a  othe s i  the

Ho  Do Ch istia it , Isla  A d Hi duis  Co pa e?

Ma ia Wi th

est, p aised the Vedas as the g eatest gift to a ki d
a d said e a e ete all  i de ted to I dia . Voltai e
fought agai st the i flue e of the Chu h a d i deed,

he  the Vedas ea hed Eu ope, it had t o effe ts:
the i flue e of the Chu h e t do  a d s ie e
took off i  a ig a  i t igui gl , it is ot e tio ed
toda  that those  effe ts ould ha e a thi g to do

ith Vedi  k o ledge ea hi g the est .

Clea l , the Chu h as ot a used that the
i telle tual elite p efe ed Vedi  isdo  o e
Ch istia it . It eeded so e st ateg  to stop losi g
he  sheep.

No  hat is o tai ed i  the Vedas hi h a e
lai ed to e as old as the u i e se? Veda it ea s

k o ledge  is a out hat e eed to k o  to li e a
ea i gful, fulfilli g life. Vedi  k o ledge is ast,

though ost of it has ee  lost  o . Vedas tell us
e e  a out aths, the age of the u i e se, of pa allel
u i e ses, e e  the dista e to the su , ho  to
a al se, ho  to o e t ith po e s de as  g eate
tha  hu a s, et .

A d ost i po ta t, the Vedas tell us the t uth
a out us, the Sup e e Bei g a d the u i e se.

The Vedas diffe s f o  the t o othe  eligio s i  a
ajo  poi t:

The Vedas lai  that B ah a  Sup e e Bei g
has e o e this u i e se. It ea s all is pe eated

 B ah a . All is esse tiall  di i e i ludi g ou
pe so . The a es a d fo s a e ot eall  eal. The
appea  o l  as eal. B ah a  alo e is eal, a d
B ah a  is est des i ed as sat- hit-a a da lissful
a a e ess . A d the Upa ishads, hi h a e pa t of
the Vedas, de la e Aha  B ah as i  I  a
B ah a , o  A a  At a  B ah a This At a is
B ah a .

Does this lai  ake se se? Yes, it does. Qua tu
ph si s a e ea hile to the o lusio  that all is
o e e e g  a d that the e a e o sepa ate e tities
a he e. I ide tall , ph si ists like S h oedi ge ,
Ei stei , Heise e g, et . d e  i spi atio  f o  the
Vedas. So fa , the Vedas e e e e  p o e  o g 
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s ie e hate e  as tested.

So the lai , that B ah a  is the esse e i  all, is
su el  lose  to the t uth tha  the lai   Ch istia it
a d Isla  that the Sup e e is sepa ate f o  his

eatio , i ludi g the hu a  ei g, a d ill se d
all those ho do t elie e i  a e tai  ook fo
ete it  to hell. This Vedi  lai  of di i it  i  hu a s
gi es atu all  i e  st e gth to a hu a  ei g a d
also ki d ess as B ah a  is i  othe s, too .

No  h  as Vedi  k o ledge sudde l  ade
i to a Hi duis , pla ed e t a d et elo  the  ig
eligio s a d asso iated f o  the sta t ith a di isi e
aste s ste  hi h is a so ial issue a d p e ale t

e e he e  a d othe  egati es like sati?

M  o lusio  is that the Chu h as af aid it
ould lose out he  people o e to k o  hat Vedi

k o ledge eall  o tai s. The  ould stop li dl

elie i g ut go afte  ge ui e k o ledge hi h is
the e i  the Vedas.

That s h  the  had to oi  a e  te  a d
de ea  Hi duis  i  the e es of o o  people
ight f o  the sta t. The  e e su essful. E e he e
hild e  lea t i  s hools a out the te i le aste

s ste  i  Hi duis . People did t ask fu the . The
*k e * o  that Hi duis  is g eatl  i fe io  to the
t o ig eligio s.

Yet the e is al a s the fea  that people a
dis o e  that the  e e de ei ed fo  the sake of
po e  a d that t uth a  e diffe e t f o  hat the

e e taught i  eligious lass. I  Ge a , the e is a
sa i g hi h e p esses e tai  folk isdo :

The Ki g sa s to the Pope: You ake su e that
people sta  stupid a d I ake su e the  sta  poo .

The Po gtu festi al, o e of the ost popula
festi als of the Po gtu o u it  of A u a hal
P adesh, as o se ed ith spo ta eous gaiet  a d
fa fa e at Kho sa, Lo a g e tolli g thei  t aditio al
lite atu es, folklo es, folktales a d folk so gs a d
da e. The festi al as i augu ated  u fu li g the
festi al flag a d offe i g p a e  to the al ight
Ra gkhothak  a d i augu atio  of Ro ok . The
ele atio  o e ed ith Ra gtaa  ituals led 

Chief of Tut u i  p ese e of the i ited dig ita ies
i  Tutsa s Pa g Mo o g hut .

Taki g pa t i  the ele atio s S i Wa gki Lo a g,
the Ag i ultu e Mi iste  of A u a hal P adesh hailed
the Tutsa o u it  fo  its effo t i  p ese i g a d
p o oti g thei  ultu al t aditio s. He said that the
t aditio al lite atu es, like folklo es/folktales a e i
da ge  of e o i g e ti t. He u ged the esea h
s hola s to fi d a s to p ese e a d p o ote the .
The lo al legislato , ho is also the hai a  of
Ag i ultu al a d P o essed Food P odu ts E po t
De elop e t Autho it  APEDA , S i Wa gla  Sa i ,
u ged the Tutsa o u it  to p ese e, p ote t a d
p o ote thei  age-old ultu e a d t aditio s. S i
Sa i  fu the  e phasized that folk so gs a d
folktales a d the illage ou il/ Chieftai ship s ste

The Po gtu festi al of the Tutsa s of A u a hal

hi h a e ei g p a ti ed f o  ti e i e o ial ust
e taught to the ou ge  ge e atio .

The ele atio  as a ked  olo ful t aditio al
da es pe fo ed  illage s of Kothu g a d Tut u
a d Tutsa ode  ega da e pe fo ed  ou g
gi ls of Tutsa o u it . The ele atio  as
atte ded, a o g othe s,  the Deput  Co issio e
of Ti ap S i P.N. Thu go , Co a da t Offi e  
Assa  Rifles Col S i Ro i  Ku a , fo e  MLA S i
Ka thok Lo a g, ZPC So tu g Lo a g.

Po gtu festi al as also ele ated ith u h
po p a d t aditio al gaiet  at Cha gla g o
Wed esda . Atte di g the festi al Mi iste  fo  Food
& Ci il Supplies a d Geolog  & Mi i g, s i Ka lu g
Mossa g u ged the people ot to i  eligio  ith
ultu e a d alled fo  p ese atio  of the age-old
ultu e a d t aditio . Pa lia e ta  Se eta
H d opo e  S i Phosu  Khi hu  ad ised the
ou g ge e atio  to lea  thei  othe  to gue a d

la guages, t aditio al so gs a d p o ote the
t aditio al ga es a d spo ts. Pa lia e ta  Se eta
DoTCL  S i Tesa  Po gte said o e of the ai  oti es
ehi d ele ati g Po gtu festi al e t all  as to

sho ase the i h ultu e a d t aditio s of Tutsa
people.

***************************************************************************************
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Se ual i es do i ate the edia toda . The
u e  of ape ases i  Assa  has spi alled azil .

But Assa  is ot alo e i  this s ou ge of hu a it .
A oss States, ape is a dail  fa e a d go e e ts see
i u ed  this hei ous i e agai st o e . Setti g
up e e ge  all u e s fo  ape i ti s to all is a
k ee je k ea tio . It s the justi e deli e  s ste  that s
faili g us. The a used ofte  go u s athed e e  if the
spe d a fe  ea s i  jail. Rape is a p e editated i e
a d afte  the i fa ous Ni ha a ape ase i  ,

a  st i ge t legal p o isio s ha e o e up to deal
ith the offe de s ut the u e s o ti ue to ise.

He e, pu ish e t pe  se is ot a dete e t. If la s
ould o t ol i e the  I dia ould ha e ee  safe

fo  o e  afte   ut it is t. We hea  of atte pted
apes o  of ases of ape o itted o  fe ale fo eig

tou ists as ell. This aze ess sho ks us ut it is
happe i g. As a o a  o e o de s, he e do e go
f o  he e? A d hile Assa  is i  the e s si pl  fo
the shee  u e  of epo ted ape ases, o e  i
all se e  NE siste  States e pe ie e this dep a it  o
a dail  asis. I  Meghala a, a fo e  legislato  ho is
still se i g jail ti e aped a i o  gi l epeatedl  at
diffe e t lo atio s. He as supplied the gi l  people

ho allegedl  hi ed he  as a house aid. The helpless
gi l at last a aged to es ape a d epo t the i e to
the poli e. The legislato  lost the ele tio  this ti e
although he still got a su sta tial u e  of otes.

I  the e e t Asse l  sessio  i  Assa , ape a d
othe  se ual i es agai st o e  e a e a heated
topi  of dis ussio . At least ,  apes ases a d

,  ases of iole e agai st o e  ha e ee
egiste ed si e the BJP Go e e t led 

Sa a a da So o al took ha ge i  . I  - ,
,  ape ases e e egiste ed i  Assa . The  f o

Ja ua ,  till date the e a e ,  epo ted ape
ases. These figu es e e gi e   Pa lia e ta

Affai s Mi iste  Cha d a Moha  Pato a  ho also
stated that at least i e o e  e e killed afte

ei g aped du i g this ti e. Of the ,  ape ases
epo ted, o l  ,  pe so s e e a ested a d ,

a e ha gesheeted. But the o i tio  ate is dis al.
O l   a used ha e ee  o i ted so fa . Cases of

iole e agai st o e  u e i g ,  e e
egiste ed i  -  a d f o  Ja ua ,  till date,

Se ual i es a d i ade uate State espo se

Pat i ia Mukhi

the figu e is , . This figu e is likel  to go up. What
is sho ki g is the u e  of ases of a du tio  of

o e . Roughl  ,  o e  e e a du ted i
-  a d ,  i  - . So he e the la  a d

o de  is, o e ight ask. O  is the p ese t s ste
i apa le of ha dli g these se siti e ases? Is the
poli e t ai i g gi e  thus fa  e ual to the task efo e
it? Ho  a e ape ases a tuall  ha dled? It ould e
i te esti g if a esea h is do e o  poli e sta da d
ope ati g p o edu es SOP  o e a ape ase is
epo ted. Ho  ui k is the espo se ti e? O  is poli e

suffe i g f o  o passio  fatigue? Ho  a
poli e o e  ake up the poli e fo e i  a  State?
Ho  t ai ed a e these poli e o e  i
u de sta di g the ua es of ge de  a d hat
t igge s i es agai st o e ?

While it is futile to e pe t the poli e alo e to deal
ith this so ial i e, the fa t e ai s that the poli e

a e the pu iti e a  of the la  a d the  a e the fi st
espo de ts to itize s  o plai ts. The poli e k o

e a tl  h  ape ases go u de  the ada  a d h
the  fail i  a ou t of la . E ide e gathe i g is eak
a d i suffi ie t to ail the ulp it apist  i  a justi e
s ste  he e it is elie ed that o o e should e
pu ished ithout e e  sh ed of e ide e ei g
tested a d fou d suffi ie t fo  su h o i tio .
He e, these da s, the pu li  ha e de ided to take
the la  i  thei  ha ds athe  tha  el  o  the i i al
justi e s ste . This happe ed i  A u a hal P adesh

he e a gi l hild as aped. It is happe i g i  Assa
he e i o s a e aped. A d this igila tis  is ou d

to take a op at ode if the la  fails to dete  futu e
apists. The pu li  ood is that apists should e
ast ated e ause that is the o l  justi e that a  e

deli e ed fo  su h a hei ous i e. While hu a
ights a ti ists ight go ueas , the fa t e ai s that

despe ate ti es all fo  despe ate easu es a d if
o e is to go  the e s epo ts f o  Assa , the
the situatio  does a a t despe ate easu es.

As a so iet , ho e e , e a e left to o de  as to
hat has go e o g ith ou  so ial o es. Wh  has

the i sti t of the east o e take  hu a s to the
poi t that a apist fails to see the fa e of his othe /
siste / daughte  i  the ape i ti ? Is it age that
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d i es e  to ape? Is it ep essed se ualit  hi h
pa e ts ha e ot ee  a le to suffi ie tl  e plai  a d

hi h is let loose e ause the a e ues fo  at hi g
po og aph  a e o  just a li k a a ? Pa e ts toda
o plai  that thei  kids so s a d daughte s  eti e to

thei  oo s fo  the ight ut spe d lo g hou s ell
past id ight fiddli g ith thei  gadgets. Pa e ts oa
that it s o lo ge  possi le to o ito  hat thei
hild e  at h o e the  a e out of the house o  i

thei  o  ed oo s. This should ake us ethi k ou
tested pa e ti g st ategies. What a e e as pa e ts
doi g to o f o t the g o i g i e of ape a d

iole e agai st o e ? Ho  a e ou  so s i t odu ed
to se  a d se ualit ? Is the se  edu atio  i pa ted i
edu atio al i stitutio s e ough to o ie t the ale

i d to a ds u de sta di g the utalit  of api g a
ou g gi l o  a gi l hild o  a o a , fo  that atte ?

The e is a  atte pt to p ofile apists i  Assa  as
ei g of Ba gladeshi o igi  as the  ha e othi g to

lose. The  a  o it i es a d es ape i to thei
little ghettos o  oss the o de s ith i pu it . But

e ould e issi g a  i po ta t pe spe ti e if e
elie e that o l  e  of a e tai  so ial st ata a
o it ape a d othe  se ual i es. Rapists o e

f o  diffe e t so io-e o o i  p ofiles a d the Me

Too  a paig  has e olde ed o e  to speak up
a d a ate thei  tales of olestatio , ost ofte  at
the ha ds of ale fa il  e e s u les, ousi s, et
al . Resea h i fo s that ape is ofte  o itted  a
pe so  k o  to the i ti / su i o  a d/o   fa il

e e s. But that atego izatio  is o lo ge
sa osa t. These da s ape is o itted  o plete
st a ge s o  u suspe ti g ou g o e  a d hild e .
This akes it diffi ult fo  the la  to ea h out to e e

ook a d o e  of the ou t . It is he e that so iet
has a ole to pla . Me el  o de i g a ape a d agi g
a d a ti g a out it o  so ial edia a e o solutio .
We eed itize s  a tio  g oups to sta t speaki g a out
the i e of ape a d to help us u de sta d hat pa t
of the ale ps he t igge s this i e.

We eed to seek out ps hologists a d
ps hoa al sts to e a le us to get a g ip o  ho  to
deal ith a d ou sel ou  ou g so s a d ale

e e s of the fa il  to allo  thei  se ualit  a
health  outlet. A pee  suppo t g oup fo  this ause is
i pe ati e e ause, hile e a  ot e a le to fi d

o ds to ou sel ou  o , ut, ou  g oup e e s
a  help ou  hild e  hile e a  help thei s.

Ca  e sta t so e he e i stead of la e ti g ou
fates? The Assa  T i u e, Ap il , 

Assa  is o  oil e e  si e the NRC do u e tatio
p o ess as sta ted i  . As pe  u offi ial esti ates,

o e tha  a lakh Ba gladeshi fo eig e s a e i  Assa
ithout a  alid do u e t. The Fo eig e s T i u als

set up  the Go e e t of Assa  ith the
Go e e t of I dia o u e e ha e dete ted
se e al ases of illegal i filt ato s a d o de ed fo  the
depo tatio . U fo tu atel  e ause of so e legal s ags
these fo eig e s a e et to e depo ted.

E e  though I dia a d Ba gladesh ag eed a  a k
i   to follo  the poli  of offi ial depo tatio  of
all Ba gladeshis sta i g i llegall  i  I dia, the
Ba gladesh Go e e t is gi i g a luke a
espo se to i ple e t the poli  o  the g ou d. The
e ifi atio  epo ts of the add esses of  illegal

Ba gladeshis as de la ed  Fo eig e s T i u als i
Assa , hi h ha e ee  se t to Ba gadesh, a e et
to o e, pe di g p o ess of depo tatio . Despite the
fa t that the eigh ou i g ou t  assu ed I dia
of e te di g full oope atio  i   taki g a k all its
itize s ho illegall  e te ed I dia, the Ba gladesh

Ba gladesh elu ta t to take a k illegal fo eig e s

Go e e t has sho  e  poo  espo se to the
add ess e ifi atio  p o ess.

 P io  to Ma h,  the Bo de  Poli e of the state
used to push a k de la ed illegal fo eig e s to
Ba gladesh th ough the I do-Ba gla o de , ut the

e  poli  adopted  the t o ou t ies i  Ma h,
 had do e a a  ith the s ste  of pushi g a k.

I stead Ba gladesh had ag eed to the s ste  of
depo tatio  of illegal Ba gladeshi ig a ts. Though
the ag ee e t sou ds good, it has ot ielded u h
positi e esults o  the g ou d, ith I dia has so fa

ee  a le to depo t o l  t o de la ed illegal
fo eig e s a d  o i ted illegal fo eig e s to the

eigh ou i g atio .

The e is a diffe e e et ee  de la ed illegal
fo eig e s a d o i ted illegal fo eig e s. De la ed
fo eig e s a e those e te i g I dia illegall  ithout
a  alid do u e t. Co i ted illegal fo eig e s, o
the othe  ha d, a e those ho e te  I dia ith alid

***************************************************************************************
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College Stude ts  U io , a o g othe s, spoke a out
the issues leadi g to o u e e of i es agai st

o e  a d autio ed the people to e ai ed ale t to
he k su h i es i  futu e. The p oteste s

su se ue tl  su itted a e o a du  to the Deput
Co issio e  of Da a g i  suppo t of thei  ha te  of
de a ds, hi h i luded setti g up of a fast t a k ou t
i  Ma galdai fo  speed  t ial of su h ases, i t odu tio
of O e-stop Ce t e s he e alled Sakhi  fo  itigati g
the p o le s of eed  o e  i ti s, a a ge e ts
fo  aki g the e  Wo e  Poli e Statio  i  Ma galdai
ope atio al a d filli g up a a  of the egula  Dist i t
So ial Welfa e Offi e - u -Dist i t P ote tio  Offi e
ha ged ith the espo si ilit  of  p o ptl  ha dli g

all ases elated to opp essio  of o e .
Si ulte eousl , a eeti g of the Da a g Dist i t
Wo e s Cell p esided o e   its Chai pe so  a d
atte ded  the Additio al Deput  Co issio e  of
Ma galdai Dist i t as held at the Deput
Co issio e s offi e to dis uss the issues aised 
the p oteste s. The eeti g e p essed se ious o e
o e  the isi g g aph i  ega d to i es agai st o e
i  the dist i t o e  the last fe  ea s. The eeti g as
atte ded, a o g othe s  Sipajha  Ci le Offi e  S t.
Ma ali Jai , Ma galdai Ele tio  Offi e  S t. A ta a
Gogoi, Additio al Supe i te de t of Poli e, Da a g
S i Sat ajit Nath, Su -Di isio al Medi al a d Health
Offi e  D  Ni al Ku a  Be i a, la e  S i P e es a
Sa a, ep ese tati es f o  Dist i t Child P ote tio
Offi e, o e  a ti ists, so ial e t ep e eu  a d
jou alist S i Ma ukh Gos a i deli e ated o  diffe e t

issues elated to i e agai st o e , i ludi g effe t
of s a t pho es, ole of  a ti-so ial ele e ts,
o t a a d d ugs a d suggested fo   fo i g illage-

le el a tio  g oups, p ag ati  ti e- ou d pla s fo
ass a a e ess, a o g othe s.

It is e essa  to e tio  he e that the Ma galdai
dist i t e o ded ,  ases i   ith su se ue t
i ease e e  ea . The figu e i   stood at , ,

ith a  i ease of  ases . I  , the figu e stood
at , , a d du i g the u e t ea  till Fe ua , the
figu e ea hed .

The up oa  o e  the at o ities o  o e  as also
efle ted  the a tio  take   the pu li  a d the

dist i t ad i ist atio  of Kiok ajha . Re e tl  a
eeti g as o e ed  the Deput  Co issio e

of the dist i t i  his o fe e e hall  to dis uss the
issues elati g to i e agai st o e  a d hild e
i  the o te t of the e e t de elop e ts i  the
dist i t. The eeti g as hai ed  Ni a ja  Ba uah,
Deput  Co issio e  of Kok ajha . The eeti g
st essed o  the i po ta e of ge e ati g a a e ess
a o g the pu li  as to ho  p e e t i es agai st

hild e , gi ls a d o e . I  his spee h, the DC
e p essed his o e  o e  the g o i g i ide ts of

i es like olestatio , ape, kid appi g of o e
a oss the State. He assu ed of holdi g a a e ess

eeti gs at the illage le el i ol i g Gao u has,
NGOs, e e s of diffe e t so ial o ga isatio s a d
o e ed Go e e t depa t e ts. Pa ti ipati g i

the eeti g.

do u e ts ut o ti ue to sta  i  the ou t  e e
afte  e pi  of the te  of thei  legal do u e ts.

Pa lia e ta  Affai  Mi iste  Cha d a Moha
Pato a  e e tl  i fo ed the Assa  Asse l  that
the State has ee  su essful i  se di g a k 
illegal Ba gladeshis to Ba gladesh i  the last  ea s.
Out of  su h illegal fo eig e s  of the  had ee
offi iall  depo ted  to Ba gladesh, he said. Pato a

said the State has ee  a le to dete t ,
Ba gladeshis till De e e  , .

The BJP efo e o i g to po e  at the Ce t e i

 had o ed to se d a k all illegal Ba gladeshis
f o  Assa  to thei  ho ela d ith ag a d aggage.
U fo tu atel , due to se e al legal hu dles a d o -

oope atio  of the oppositio  e hes the State
Go e e t has ot ee  a le to depo t dete ted
fo eig e s to thei  ou t  as e pe ted. Altogethe

 de la ed illegal fo eig e s a e sta i g i  si
dete tio  a ps i  the State. It is high ti e the BJP-
led Go e e t i  Delhi took up the issue ith its
ou te pa t i  Ba gladesh to depo t illegal fo eig e s.

Dispu  should also pu sue the issue ith the Ce t e.

Ba gladesh elu ta t to take a k illegal fo eig e s
***************************************************************************************
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Cha d a as a ki g, hose so s kept a g oup
of o ke s as pets.

These o ke s e e t eated as o al pets, a d
e e p o ided ith the hoi est of foods a d the
est of a e. As the  did ot ha e u h to do,

the  had e o e fat.

 The hief of these o ke s as e  ise. The
follo ed g eat philosophe s a d as lea ed i

a  s ie es. He al a s t ied to tea h the othe
o ke s, ut the  had e o e too a so ed i

thei  la ish li es to follo  u h of his tea hi gs.

 O  the othe  ha d, the p i es also had t o
st o g a s ill  goats , hi h used to d a  the
a iage used  the ou g p i es.

 O e of the a s as a glutto , a d ould
eep i to the kit he  he e e  he ould a d eat
hate e  he ould get the e. This ade the ooks

e  a g , a d the  ould keep a at h. The ooks
ould th o  a thi g the  ould la  thei  ha d

o , to hit the a , he  he ould e ea  the
kit he .

 Noti i g the ooks t i g to hit hi  ith sti ks,
ea the  pots, oppe  pa s a d a thi g the  fou d
ha d , the hief of the o ke s thought, "This

eha iou  ould lead to a ide ts, a d this e ti e
it  a  pe ish. What if the  th e  so ethi g ith

fi e?"

 The hief of o ke s su o ed the othe
o ke  a d said, "The eha iou  of the ooks

to a ds the a  a  lead to so e ishap a  da ,
a d e a  ell e o  the losi g side, if that is to
happe . Let us get a a  f o  he e, efo e so e
a ide t is to happe ."

But, the othe  o ke s e e e jo i g thei
la ish t eat e t, a d did ot go a k to the ju gle.
The  efused to heed the hief's a i gs, a d
de ided to sta . The  assu ed that the hief as
getti g old, a d ha i g all t pes of ei d thoughts.

 Thus, the hief of o ke s de ided to lea e

The U fo gi i g Mo ke

alo e. He said, "You a e o e fools tha  az  ot
to fo esee the da ge . I shall lea e he e, as I alue
life o e tha  the a u da t foods se ed he e!"

 Afte  the hief of o ke  had depa ted to the
ju gle alo e, o e da , the a  e te ed the kit he
a d ate so e food that as ei g o ga ized to e
se ed to the ki g.

 O e of the ooks got e  a g , a d u a le to
get a thi g else ha d , th e  a half- u t log
f o  the o e . The log hit the a . As the a 's

od  as o e ed ith ool, it i sta tl  aught
fi e. I  the pai  of fi e o  hi , the a  a  to the
sta le. The d  g ass fo  the ho ses aught fi e,
a d i  a o e t the hole sta le as e gulfed
i  fi e.

 The e as a pa de o iu , a d  the ti e,
the fi e as e ti guished  the pala e o ke s,
the ho ses suffe ed g a e u i gs. Whe  the

e s ea hed the ki g, he as e  dep essed that
su h a thi g had happe ed to his fa ou ite ho ses,
a d su o ed ete i a  su geo s to p es i e
hi  e ed .

 Afte  efe i g a  s iptu es, the ete i a
su geo s ad ised, "O Ki g, the ou ds aused 
fi e ill e o e  fast, if the  a e applied ith

o ke 's fat."

 Thus, the ki g o de ed all the pet o ke s e
aught, a d killed i ediatel . The fat f o  thei
odies e e the  used to t eat the ho se's ou ds.

 Whe  this e s ea hed the hief of the
o ke s, he as e  sad. He thought, "The
o ke s e e foolish ot to heed the a i gs,

ut the ki g is i ked fo  doi g this to his pets. I
ill ake hi  pa  fo  his a tio s!"

 He had ot eate  food, o  d u k ate  fo
se e al da s as he as hea t- oke . A se t-

i dedl , he a e to a lake full of eautiful lotus.
He as thi st , a d de ided to d i k so e ate .
As he a e ea  the lake, he oti ed that the e
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 Whe  the ki g hea d this, he said, "He
Mo ke  Chief, if this lake eall  e ists, please take
lead us to it. I ill o e to see it self, a d e e

i g e e od  i  the pala e alo g ith e."

 It as de ided, a d i  the ea l  o i g of the
e  e t Su da , the ki g a d the hief of the
o ke s set to t a el i side the ju gle. The  e e

follo ed  the p i es, uee s, i iste s,
household o ke s a d e e od  else i  the
pala e.

 Whe  the  ea hed the pla e, e e od  as
a e-st u k to see the lake full of lotus. The hief
of o ke s said, "E e od  should e te  the lake
at the sa e ti e, o  o l  the fi st fe  ill e ei ed
the lessi gs. As fo  ou,  ki g, ou should ait.
I ill sho  ou a spe ial pla e to e te  the lake
afte  the  ha e go e i to the lake."

 The g eed  ki g, a d e e od  else follo ed
his i st u tio s a d got i to the lake. O e  o e,
the  sta ted to disappea . The ki g kept a iousl

aiti g fo  the  to etu  ith t easu es.

 Whe  his people a d elati es did ot o e
out of the lake afte  a lo g ti e, the ki g asked,
"O Mo ke  Chief, h  do the  ot o e out? Wh
is it that the  take so lo g ti e?"

 The hief of the o ke s ju ped to the top of
a t ee a d eplied, "O i ked ki g, a o ste  li es
i  this e  lake that has eate  all ou  ou t

e e s, a d elati es. I ha e o  killed all ou
fa il , as ou ha e killed i e. The s iptu es sa ,
it is ot a si  to etu  e il fo  e il deeds."

 He o ti ued, "I ha e sa ed ou, fo  ou e e
o e  aste ! You a  etu  to ou  pala e,
e pt -ha ded a d alo e."

 Thus, the ki g etu ed to his pala e afte
losi g all his elati es a d household e e s,

hile the hief of o ke s had his e e ge.

The ise i deed sa :

G eed su el  i gs disaste  a d dest u tio
i  the e d.

e e a  footp i ts of oth e  a d a i als,
that led to the lake, ut ot a si gle footp i t led
a a  f o  the lake.

 He e a e a a e, a d o luded the e ust
e so ethi g o g i  this eautifull  de o ated

lake. He fet hed so e hollo  ste s of lotus pla t
ea , a d usi g the  as a pipe, d a k ate

f o  a dista e.

 As he as doi g so, a o ste  e e ged f o
the lake. He had a e kla e of je els a ou d his

e k. He said, "I a  a o ste  ho li es i  this
lake. Whoe e  e te s this lake to ath o  d i k

ate , e ds up i   tu . Fo  so a  ea s, I
ha e ot see  a od  as ise as ou! You d i k

ate  f o  the lake, ut ai tai  a dista e he e
I a ot tou h ou. I a  so pleased ith ou, that
I shall g a t a  ish ou a  a t!"

 The hief of o ke  i ediatel  e e e ed
that he had a e e ge to take, a d said, "Tell e,
ho  a  a  ou eat? I ha e a e tai  ki g as

 e e . If ou gi e e ou  e kla e, I shall
use it to pe suade the ki g a d his e  to e te
the lake."

 The o ste  eplied, "If the  e te  the lake, I
a  eat thousa ds of the . Go ahead a d i g

as a  as ou a !"

 The hief of o ke  o e the e kla e i  his
e k a d ju ped f o  t ee to t ee to ea h the

pala e as ea l  as possi le. He e t st aight i to
the ki g's ou t.

 Whe  the ki g a d e e od  else sa  the
hief of o ke s ea i g a eautiful e kla e of

je els, the  e a e u ious. The  asked the hief
of o ke s all so t of uestio s.

 The hief of o ke  said to the ki g, "O ki g,
hile a de i g i  the ju gle, I ha e o e a oss

a la ge t easu e that Ku e  God of t easu es  has
hidde . It is se etl  hidde  i side a lake. A o e,

ho takes a ath i  the lake o  a Su da , a  ha e
as u h t easu e as he a  a . This e kla e is

othi g o pa ed to the othe  t easu es the e!
The dia o ds i  the lake ould e e  put the su
to sha e!"






